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Summary

Development of Total Communication in the Education
' of the Deaf in U. S. A. (8)
—— Beginning of Practice in Maryland School for the Deaf —

Shinro Kusanagi

Total Communication arised in 1968 at Madison School, Snata Ana school district under

supervision of Roy Holcomb. In 1967 David M. Denton became the Superintendent of Maryland
School for the Deaf and M. S. D. adopted Total Communication in 1969. Practice of Total

Communication in M. S. D. has greatly influenced the education of the deaf in U. S. A. and other

countries, especially in the field of communication system for deaf children. The purpose of this

paper is to clarify beginning of practice of Total Communication in Maryland School for the Dea.

The results studied are as follows;

(1) Around 1960 M. S. D. was a typical public residential school for the deaf in U. S. A.
(2) In1968 M. S. D. established “Preschool and Parent Conuseling Center” which recommended

parrents to use manual as well as oral communication method.

(3) In 1969 M. S. D. adopted formally Total Communication and implemented it in cooparation

with every staff. It was intended to establish the clear, meaningful, and free communication

between deaf children and parents or teachers.

(4) In M. S. D. Total Communication was defined as “the right of a deaf child to learn to use all

forms of communication available to develop language competence.

”

(5) Basic principles of Total Communication were as follows:

(@ Total Communication was not a exclusive system but a inclusive system.

(@ It was the philosophy from the basic point of view rather a method of communication.

® It would provide deaf children with “

a interactional model” which could enhance

development of children-parents relationship and deaf children’s role in their families.

@ It was possible to sign what one said with respect to English syntax.

® It could promote the development of deaf children’s spiritual lives.

(6) Practice of Total Communication in M. S. D. resulted in the improvement of deaf children’s

mental, social, lingual and academic development.

Key word: total communication, maryland school for the deaf, denton, D. M., sign, oral

method



