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Summary

Attitudes toward School Speech and
Language Therapy Services Expressd by
Speech and Language Clinicians in
Educational and Medical-Welfare Settings

Katsumi Okabe and Kuniko Kuroda

The purpose of this investigation was to assess the attitudes toward school speech and
language therapy services held by two groups of specialists, school speech and language
clinicians and speech and language pathologists employed in hospitals and community welfare
centers. An objective attitude scale, the 29 item SEASP, was applied to these groups. Within the
limits of the design of the present study, the following general conclusions were reached:

1. The educational group and the medical-welfare group showed they were not confident
that school clinicians were successful in the treatment of voice, language, and stuttering
problems. Both groups, however, strongly perceived that speech and language handicapped
children received a type of therapy that enhanced their social-psychological development in peer
group relationships.

2. Both group were positive in their attitude toward the proposal that therapists help
other educators understand how speech and language problems can be improved. It shold be
noted, however, that they also showed a positive attitude toward the statement that many
educators are apathetic toward speech and language programs.

3. Both groups studied agreed that the size of the speech and language threapy caseload is
too large for the clinician to provide satisfactory help to each child.

It is suggested that the definition of the term “therapy "used by speech and language
clinicians in various professional settings be clarified through further study. It is also hoped that
this investigation will lead to an increased concern for establishing speech and language therapy

into public school environments.

Key word: speech and language therapy, ‘an objective attitude scale, speech and language clinicians, attitudes

toward school speech and language therapy



