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Summary

A Case Study of the Left-Hemiplegic Infant
— The Training at the Basic Stage of Body Schema —

Noriko Tsuchie, Yasushi Kawai, Fumiya Obata and Kazuhiro Fujita

The left-hemiplegic infant at the age of 1 year 3 months, who wasn't aware of and unable to use his left upper
limb, was trained to do so. The focus of the training was on the formation of body schema.
We trained step by step as follows:
(1) tactual stimuli to the left upper limb;
(2) left hand regard;
(3) placement of both hands together on the midline;
(4) manipulation with both hands (facilitating the use of the left hand as a helper of the right one);
(5) the use of left upper limb while inhibiting that of the right one;
(6) independent use of left upper limb.
As a result, he was able to use his left upper limb independently and purposefully. The reasons were as
follows:
(1) The training was started at an early age and an early stage of body schema;
(2) The threshold of the infant’s responses to stimuli was high;
(3) The impairment was congenital;
(4) His mother nursed him very hard.
As a result of our training, we might suggest the steps of training at the basic stage of body schema as
follows:
(1) awareness of the affected side;
i) passive awareness
ii) active awareness
(2) the purposeful use of the affected side;
i) the use of both hands by means of associated movement
ii) facilitating the separated movement

Keyword: hemiplegia , body schema



