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Summary

The Right of Parental Involvement in Special Education in Britain

Yasushi Kawai and Motoo Ishibe

In Britain the Education Act 1981, which is called a “parents’ charter”, was put in force in 1983 April. The Act
enlarged the right of parental involvement in special education and prescribed as follows:
(1) the right of parents to be involved in assessment concerning their child’s special educational needs.
(2) the right of parents to appeal to the appeal committee and the Secretary of State against the special
educational provision specified in the statement.
(3) the right of parents to have the guidance, the support and the information.
Particularly the Act can be estimated in that parents have got a framework to discuss the educational
environment in which their child will be taught.
On the other hand, the problems of the Act were pointed out as follows:
(1) The appeal committees hearing appeals in special education, unlike those hearing ordinary school choice
appeals, have no power to overturn the LEA’s decision.
(2) The appeal committees and the Secretary of State can often support on the side of LEA.
(3) Public expenditure is not enough to put the Act into practice.

(4) The provision of conditions in integration may infringe on that of the rights of parents.

Key word: Education Act 1981 , parental involvement , speciaI educational needs



