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The Analysis of Adjusting Techniques in Sign-interpreting Situation in Group Conversation

Akiko NAKAJIMA and Akira YOKKAICHI

Most of studies on sign-interpretation were aimed to clarify the linguistic factors, such as
translational features and errors observed in the expression. Some studies deals with the evaluation of
sign-interpretations by deaf persons. On the other hand, a few attentions have been paid to the role of
adjusting performances of interpreter used to progress group conversation smoothly. We aimed to
pick out and classify those performances from the ongoing sign interpretation process in the group
conversation. The main results were as follows. Sign interpreters expressed the information such as,
“confirmation”, “declaration of speaker”, “calling”, and “addition”, in addition to the interpretation of
original language information expressed by the Japanese speakers. The sign interpreters also omitted
or abbreviated source information when the utterances of the members were overlapped or many
utterances were continued in close time interval. These interpreting techniques were used to adjusting
differences between the sign language and spoken language in the conversational forms and also have
the functions to canceling the time delay in interpretation and selecting the most important information
to transmit from the message. Furthermore, in order to promote the deaf persons’ participation to the
conversation, the interpreter made up the opportunity when deaf persons intended to express their own

opinions.

Key Words: sign interpreter ~ group conversation adjusting performances of interpreter
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