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A Review on the Studies of Vocabulary in

Children with Hearing Impairments

Atsuko SaTOH and Akira YOKKAICHI

We reviewed the studies dealing with the acquisition of vocabulary by children with
hearing impairments. Many studies have been published on nouns acquisition and we
summarized the results found in those studies about the features in nouns acquisition of
children with hearing impairments in Japan. While many studies suggested that the
abstractness of word would be one of the main cause of difficulty in vocabulary
acquisition, the cause other than the abustractness can not be clarified. On the other
hand, there are few studies on verbs acquisition in children with hearing impairments.
As verbs are dtorongly related with syntax of sentence, and the children with hearing
impairments have difficulty in treating syntax, stydying about verbs acquisition in those
children shuld vyields valuable information on their language acquisition. We also
suggested that we need to clarify the acquisition process of mental verbs which seemed

to have diffrent features in comparison with other verbs.
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