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A Study on Instruction of Animal Observation
by Pupils and Students with Visual Impairment :

Focusing on Mammals

Yoshiko TORIYAMA

In this study, an effective method of instruction of animal observation by pupils and
students with visual impairment was investigated based on the practices at The School
for the Blind, University of Tsukuba and in the summer school for pupils with visual
impairment at The Tokyo Metropolitan Ueno Zoo.

There are living, stuffed and skeletal specimens as teaching materials for observing
animals (particularly mammals) by pupils and students with visual impairment.

In this study, 1 summarized these materials from the viewpoint of the properties and
limits, analyzing cases of instruction using each material.

As a result, it was found that living specimens are the best materials to feel vital
activity, although they are not always available. Stuffed specimens performs their role
as three dimensional reference materials for pupils and students with visual impairment
although misunderstanding sometime occurs from their tactile texture. It was found that
skeletal specimens are particularly excellent materials to study the living way of animals
from tactile information for students above junior high school, and further observation

and understanding is possible when combined with stuffed and living specimens.

key Words : visual impairment, animal observation, stuffed specimens, skeletal speci-

mens
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