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Early Language Intervention Using Joint Action Routine of
Child with Down Syndrome

: Acquisition Process of a Snack Script and Language

Miho ONOZATO, Tsutomu NAGASAKI, and Reiko OxU

The present article is experimental early language intervention with a 4,5 year-old
Down syndorome child who was in a prelinguistic stage. She was taught communica-
tion skills in the context of an action routine on a snack. From an analysis of a snack
situation, 13 basic activities could be distinguished. In communicating with her, the
teacher gradually raised the level. In request situations, the teacher was required to wait
at least 5 secends. In the middle part of experiment, the subject could understand the
spoken instruction. In the later part of experiment, she could act the basic activity
spontaneously and verbal request. From an analysis of acquisition process of script, in
the early part of experiment, the goal activity of a snack routine was acquired. In the

later part of experiment, almost all of the activity was acquired.

Key Words : communicative intervention, child with Down syndorome, joint action

routine, script



