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A Review on the Study of Japanese — Sign Language Interpretation :
Contrast with Studies on Simultaneous Interpretation of Spoken Languages

Mayumi SHIRASAWA and Sawa SAITO

Most studies in sign language interpretation have focused on the outcome of interpre-
tation, that is, the feature observed in signing performances, the impression of the
viewers of the sign, and other aspects. This study focused on the processes of sign
language interpretation and reviewed literature, on the performed during sign language
interpretation, contrasting with the studies on simultaneous interpretation of spoken
languages.

The results indicated that sign language interpretation has similar characteristics 1o
simultaneous interpretation of spoken languages, such as paraphrasing and additions,
and differences in processing units. This shows that analytical method used in spoken
language interpretation could be used in the analysis of sign language interpretation. In
the analysis, however, adequate attention has to be paid to the unique aspects of sign

language, such as the existence of Signed Japanese and usage of spatial modality.

Key words : Sign Language, Simultaneous Interpretation, Interpretation task, Hearing

impairment
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