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Facilitating Everyday Living Skills of a Person with Multiple Handicaps :

Interventions through Functional Assessment

Masayo TADA, Emi MARUYAMA, and Motoshige KATO

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of interventions that was based
on functional assessment. The subject was a person with blindness and developmental
disabilities who resided at a facility for the multiple handicaps. First, we conducted a
functional assessment of the target behavior in subject’s daily setting. Results of
assessment showed that caretakers’ directive prompting and negative feedback suppres-
sed the target behavior. Interventions involved caretakers’ indirective prompting and
contingent praise of the target behavior. Results showed that interventions for care-
takers’ behavior were sufficient to produce significant increase in the target behavior.
Increase in the target behavior was also found in nontraining setting. These results
indicated that interventions that was based on the results of a functional assessment was
effective. Implications of these results were discussed in the context of positive behavior-

al suppport.

Key Words : multiple handicaps, facility for the multiple handicaps, functional assess-

ment, positive behavioral support



