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Analysis of Environmental Conditions for Establishing Preverbal Behavior

in a Young Child with Autism Has no Functional Speech,

Ritsu TsucHiYA and Jun-ichi YAMAMOTO

The present study examined environmental conditions for establishing preverbal
behavior in a young child with autism who had no functional language. In study 1,
we assessed child’s pointing in the naturalistic setting. Two experimental settings were
designed based on the results of assessment. One setting was to demand an object, and
another was the to request for drawing attention to an object and verbal responses from
an adult. As a result, the child emitted looking at adult by applying time-delay
procedure in the context for demanding an object. Pointing emerged in the context for
drawing attention to an object and verbal responses from an adult. In study 2, we
examined the environmental conditions for coordinating each preverbal behavior
(pointing, referential looking and vocal responding} in an interactive context with adult.
As results, such coordination response of preverbal behavior was established using time
-delay procedure and verbal prompt. The results indicated that both assessing behavior
repertoire in the naturalistic setting and identifying stimulus conditions for emergence

and coordination of preverbal behavior would be important.

Key Words : pointing, child with autism has no functional speech, coordinated behav-

ior, assessment, environmenta! adjustment
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