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An Establishment of Sheltered Workshop Attached to the Fukuoka School
for the Blind and the Deaf in the Taisho Era

Junji SasAk1 and Makio NAKAMURA

The purpose of this study was to clarify the process and the meaning of an establish-
ment of sheltered workshop attached to the Fukuoka School for the Blind and the Deaf
in the Taisho era (1912-1926). This process was related to reconstruction of school
finance and to the superintendent’s view on unemployment of the graduates of the deafl
department.

In the early years of the school, the schoolhouse was small and management of the
school had financial difficulty. Afier Sei Yoshimura became the third superintendent
(1914-1924), the authority of Fukuoka prefecture appropriated money annually for part
of the school expenses since 1916. It also appropriated funds to build a new and larger
schoolhouse, stimulated by a large amount of subscription for the schoolhouse by one
coalmine owner. Afier the new schoolhouse was built, a sheltered workshop for the
graduates of the deaf department was attached.

Yoshimura, at first, planned to give deaf students vocational training at regular
manual industries, but it proved to be difficult to realize the plan. In turn, he became
to work hard to establish a sheltered workshop, because he came to know the difficulties
faced by the deaf at regular industries in working or in finding a job, which had aiready
been understood by the parents of the students. The workshop aitached to the school
was organized as an incorporated company, in expectation of promoting the graduates’

self-reliance and diligence.

Key Words ;: deaf, sheltered workshop, School for the Deaf, Taisho era, Fukuoka

prefecture
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