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A Study on Transition Assistance and Individualized Educational Programs:
For the Future Development of the ITP Models in Japan

Yomi MizuTaNI and Kazuhiro FUJITA

In order to develop the models of ITP, Individualized Transition Plans, it is necessary
to acknowledge how they assist students with disabilities during the transition period at
special schools in Japan. Therefore, the authors had intention to survey the status quo
in transition assistance and development of the individualized educational programs at
the upper secondary department of special schools all over the country. Prior to the
survey, the author visited some leading special schools both for students with intellec-
tual disabilities and with physical disabilities in Tokyo and other cities. The interview
with teachers was held with the use of self-developed questionnaire. As results, the
teachers specializing in transition coordinated assistance by referring the guidebooks
and annual transition educational plans originally issued by the own schools. Also,
both individualized educational programs and student assessment had been implement-
ed at most of the schools. Furthermore, it was suggested that teachers collaboration
with regional service providers was important, that of students’ problems in transition
assistance were different among the ones with profound and multiple disabilities from
others. Finally, that the needs to develop ITP were gradually recognized among the

teachers.

Key words: transition assistance, individualized educational programs, ITP (in-

dividualized transition plans), after-graduation assistance, collaberation
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