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Feeble-Mindedness as a Model of Social Unfitness Raised by Newly
Emerging Sciences and Eugenics at the Beginning of 20th Century America

Makio NAKAMURA

Scientific knowledge has had effects on education and life of people with disabilities,
especially feeble-mindedness. This study analyzed a process of modeling of feeble
-mindedness as a type of social unfitness by sociology, social work, psychology and
psychiatry, and clarified their motives for doing it in the American eugenics movement
in 1910s. These sciences regarded feeble-mindedness as the contrary of the image of the
sort of person and as hindrance to the national development under the feeble-minded-
ness theory of familial inheritance and social menace. Nonetheless, it had been turning
out that people with feeble-mindedness lead peaceful life in the community in the same
period.

Newly emerging sciences necessitated to build up each autonomy as a specialty and
social approval for it. So, through developing their specialization and pultting it into
practice, they appealed the significance of their being to the public. They perceived
actual situation of international survival in imperialism, regarded good human resource
as indispensable factor for advancing to the next round. The feeble-mindedness was put
out of the members of American democratic society and eliminated from reproduction.
Up-to-date views of human being and technical skill by new sciences were not
generalized among all people, used dually according to their social utilities and the

feeble-mindedness was exception to new principles.

Key Words : eugenics, science, specialization, feeble-mindedness, social unfitness,
United States



