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The Situation and the Future Prospect of Upper Secondary Education of
Overseas Japanese School Students with Special Educational Needs

who are Searching for Upper Secondary Education

Mitsuko NasSUNO, Yuji YANAGIMOTO, and Katsumi TOKUDA

The purpose of this study is (1) to analyze the current situation of overseas Japanese
school students with special educational needs, who are searching for upper secondary
education, and (2) with the findings of the analysis, to point out the future prospect of
upper secondary education it should be in the future. The interview survey was
subjected to 4 overseas Japanese schools, 3 of the scheol (7 faculties) have more than
1,000 students and only | of the school (2 faculties) has special classes. Through the
interviews the following findings were obtained :

A. Current situation

1) Some school still has enrollment-restrictions according to type or level of
disability. However, all of the schools have the students’ attendance.

2) Due to the reason of the delay of the course determination and the lack of school
teacher, some graduated students are forced to attend to international special
school conducted in different languages. But some students attend to local school
and receive special education conducted in Japanese language.

B. The future prospect

1)  Under the current system, it is difficult for school to guarantee overseas Japanese
school students with special educational needs, to proceed further study in
upper secondary education. Students’ parents need to make more efforts in order
to get the human resources to educate these students.

2) In some piaces, local schools already ensure the special education classes con-
ducted in Japanese language ; The local school system has an effect on decreas-
ing the needs to overseas Japanese school. On the other hand, it was suggested
that overseas Japanese school should take the responsible to defense the criticism
from local such as "Save the Expenditure of Special Education in the Japanese
School”.

Key Word: overseas Japanese school, upper secondary education, and special educa-

tion



