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An Overview and Potential Benefits of
a Sociological Approach to Deaf Studies

Takayuki KaNAZAWA, Tomoyoshi YOSHINO

In recent years, there has been more interest in deaf studies from sociological
perspectives which are attributable to the progress of sign linguistics. In this paper we
classify these sociological studies under three approaches: anthropological approach,
autobiographic approach and sdcial constructionism approach. Finally, we discuss
potential benefits and problems growing out each methodologies.

While anthropological deaf studies are described by hearing persons as outsiders in
deaf community, autobiographic deaf studies are done by deaf persons as insiders.
However, here is a point in common between these studies in respect of regarding
deafness as ethnic minority. Social constructionism approach is different from above
two approaches, since it focuses on the activities in whicﬁ people define ‘deafness’.

Such approaches illustrate that ‘deafness’ can be defined from a different perspective
than the traditional view of deafness as ‘disability’. That is, while deafness is construct-
ed as ‘disability’ by hearing specialists, deaf people themselves do not regard ‘deafness’

as “disability’.

Key word:  deafness, sociological study, social constructionism, linguistic minority
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