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Developmental Alternations of Pointing Gestures

—in the case of infants who have deaf parents

Wataru TAKEI and Akira YOKKAICHI

This longitudial study examined the development of pointing gestures in terms of the
acquisition of sign language. A deaf and a hearing infant of deaf prerents between 5
months and 15 months of age were studied with their mothers in their home. By 11
months, the infants started to point and the number of pointing productions was
increased. As they grew up, they also alternated the pointing gestures qualitatively. The
qualitative alternations are as follows. (a) They pointed not only to concrete objects in
the immediate situation but also to objects which are not with in their visual environ-
ment such as past events and abstract objects that they intend to refer to. (b) Pointing
gestures have been used more communicatively as infants understood relations among
themselves, communication partners and the pointed objects. (c) The deaf infant used
pointing gestures as grammatical signals of her language. In conclusion, as infants grew
up chronologically, pointing gestures they produced have been very similar to pointings

used in sign language system.

Key Words : pointing gesture, sign language, prelinguistic period
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