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Eugenic Sterilization and People with “Feeble-mindedness”
in the United States during the Former Half of the 20th Century: Part 4

Makio NAKAMURA

The purpose of this study, a fourth paper on eugenic sterilization of people with feeble
-mindedness in the United States was to clarify the process and the social meaning of
introducing castration and sterilization in the states in the turn of the century.

The following results were attained :

1. Castration and sterilization were introduced as more effective measures than
marriage restriction policy to check procreation among the paupers and the dependents.

2. Doctors proposed castration to punish sex criminals and habitual criminals and to
prevent to commit similar crimes, and to control sexual behavior of the feeble-minded.
Some doctors castrated a small number of people without many supporters.

3. Harry Sharp firstly sterilized some male inmates of State reformatory as a measure
checking reproduction. The purpose of his operation, similar one of advocates of
castration, developed to protect and reform community, to improve their physical and
mental condition including controlling sexual behavior of the feeble-minded, and to
lead married life in the community.

4. Sterilization had advantages not only of keeping a secondary sexual characteristics,
but of simple and safe operation. Sterilization was approved in social workers in
addition to doctors and correctors including female ones in the whole country, and they ’
believed the menace of the feeble-minded to the welfare of American race and nation.

to be continued

Key Words : castration, sterilization, Harry Sharp, reproduction, feeble-minded,

United States
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