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Can We Teach the Understanding Intention in Others? : Learnability of
Helping Behavior Using a Joint Action Routine in Children

with Developmental Disorders.

Tsutomu NAGASAKI Hiromi ISHIKAWA Shinji SATAKE Makoto MIYAZAKI

The object of this study was to exam the possibility that children with developmental
disorders could learn the understanding intention in others in the situation of helping
behavior using a joint action routine. The subjects were 9 year-old and 8 year-old
children with Downs syndrome. They made simple crafts. The younger child could not
make some crafts by himself, so that he should ask for the elder child to help to complete
the craft. In the first period, the elder child helped the younger without asking. In the
period of treatment, the elder child got to ask the younger child whether the younger
child needed help or not and the elder child got to wait for the younger child to answer
with prompting by teacher. The elder child also volunteered to interact with the
younger child with encouraging and sympathetic attitude. The occurrence of helping
behavior in non-training situations was limited. These result showed the learnability
and teachability of helping behavior based on understanding intention in others and the

needs of accompany with appropriate incidental intervention in daily setting.

Key Words : Understanding other intention, Helping behavior, Children with Downs

syndrome, Joint action routine
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