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Promoting On-task Behavior of a Child with Developmental
Disability: Effects of Preference in Stimuli and
Predictablity of the Consequence

Masayo TADA and Motoshige KATO

The present study examined the effect of two interventions on the response rate of

on-task behaviors; using the subject's favorite stimuli within educationa! materials, and prein-
g ) p

forming the subject the completed task outcome. The participant was a preschooler with de-

velopmental disability. The results indicated that the on-task behavior occurred only when a)

the favorite stimuli of the participant were used in the educational materials, and b) the use of

such stimuli was preinformed through a sample of the completed task. With employing of

these conditions as intervention procedures, the response rate of on-task behavior increased up

te 100%, and maintained through probe sessions where either a) or b) was removed. The ef-

fect of intervention was discussed in terms of the preinformation of contingent events.

Key Words © developimental disability, on-task behavior, preference, predictability
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