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Roles of the School for the Deaf as Center of the Education for Persons
with Hearing Impairments

Sawa SAITO, Akira YOKKAICHI, Junichi WASHIO and Kohji TANAKA

The purpose of this research is to examine the roles of the school for the deaf as regional
center of the education for persons with hearing impairments. 106 schools for the deaf in Ja-
pan were investigated about the functions as regional center which they execute now and in
the near future.

Answers come from 94 schools ameng 106 schools (89%). A lot of schools hope to be
recognized as regional center of the education for persons with hearing impairments by exe-
cuting various functions expected. It is clarified that early intervention system for infants of
two years old or less and the support system for parents are especially enhanced, and that
number of the schools which set up resource room for children with hearing impairments
registered in elementary and the junior high schools has increased recently. Resource room
services are executed not only in the school for the deaf but atso in the ordinary scheols by
itinerant teachers and in the satellite schools.  Additionally, many schools bigin to examine
the support for the hi-school students and students of the higher education. Tt is a problem
for the school for the deaf to construct a coordinated system  with a related organization in

order to develop as regional center of the education for persons with hearing impairments.

Key werds : (1)Education of the children with hearing impairments  (2)School for the deaf

(3)Functions as center {4)Special support education system (5)Cooperation
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