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A Study of Classification in Young Children with Down Syndrome:
Focusing on the Developmental Characteristics in Subgroups

Kazue KANNO, Michio KOJIMA, Kazue KOSHIKAWA, and Yukie IKEDA

This study was designed to identify the developmental characteristics in young children
with Down syndrome using "Tsumori-Inage’s questionnaire of infants' mental development”.
Participants were 301 children with Down syndrome, between 0 and 4 years old, who were
classified employing a cluster analysis. It was found that the O-year-old group divided into 2
subgroups, and the l-year-old group divided into 3 subgroups, and the 2-year-old group di-
vided into 5 subgroups, and the 3-year-old group divided into 3 subgroups, and the 4-year-olid
group divided into 2 subgroups. Comparing with profile patterns of 5 sub-domaing (motor,
exploration, social behavior, eating, and language) that emerged for each subgroup, the dif-
ferences in developmental age between sub-domaing were occurred in the early stage of de-
velopment, and the language of 5 sub-domains was delayed than others. Following the tran-
sition of the subgroups belonged to participants longitudinally, tie subgroups that developed
fastest and middle were maintained in better development than the other subgroups after

around the time the children were age 2.
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