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Establishment of School Library in School for the Deaf
and Its Background in Japan: From 1920s through 1950s

Takenori NOGUCHI and Hiroki YONEDA

This study looks into the details in which school libraries were planned and created in
schools for the deaf in Japan and aims o clarily the significance and role of school libraries
which had been conceived al the start. This study begins in the 1920s when debate over schaol
libraries was starled by teachers al schools for the deaf and onds in the 1950s when school li-
braries became compulsory under “the School Library Act”. In the prewar period, school li-
brarics were planned to cullivale reading ability in deal students and to give them basic ability
in oral communication. Although the Tokye Government Scheol for the Deal had a school li-
brary, other schools for the deafl were deprived of the [acility due lo financial restrainis. Aller
World War 11, “the School Library Act” was enacied and required all schools to create
school libraries. At the same time, the heated argument aboul the school library ended in the
ficld of education for the deal. However, shortage of teacher librarians and budget have im-
peded progress in school library openings, In addition, many schools failed to organize educa-

tional activities relaled Lo the school library in their curriculum.

Key Words : school for the deaf, school library, reading ability cultivation,

reading instroction



