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Education for Children with Visuai Impairments in South India
-~Focusing on Special Schools for the Blind in Chennai
and Inclusive Education in Coimbatorre—

Yoshiko TORIYAMA

In current India, two different programs are implemented separately; 1) special schools for
the blind, which wsually built in urban areas, taking in a large number of blind students, and 2)
inclusive education, which mainly implemented in rural arcas. Each of those programs be-
longs to a different administrative body, without having any instilutions to observe those two
programs under one system. In discussing about the conditions of special schools, the research
examines three special schools for the blind in Chennai (formerly Madras), the capital of
Tamil Nadu,  All thoge schools are large yet tradilional blind schools, and many graduates
continue their education in universities. In discussing about inclusive education, the research
examings & project run by a Hindu NGO since 1980' in Coimbatore in the state of Tamil
Nadu. The project is founded on the clear idea of "inclusive education in Indian contexi”,
advecated by the leader, and has been run wilh economic support from international commu-
nities. The program is well designed, and it would be one of the models for inclusive educa-
tion in developing countries. The research specifically examines the characteristics and prob-

lems of those two educaticnal systems based on the actual data from the fieldwork.

Key Words : visual impairment, inclusive education, school for the blind, India
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