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Using the KJ Method to Assess the Written Language of Children
with Hearing Impairments

Kohji TANAKA and Sawa SAITO

The purpase of this research was to siruciure the assessment of writing by identifying and
cateporizing ideas of teachers in schools for deaf children regarding the assessment of expres-
sion through writing. Teachers in such schools (n = 127} were requested to respond to a ques-
tionnaire. Ninely-three teachers relurned the questionnaire and 83 of them were usable. Free
descriptions of tcachers were wiilized to make 934 cards, Classification of these cards using
the KJ method resulied in the identification of 100 groups that converged into the following
eighl catepories: orthography, form, grammar, vocabulary, siructure, expression, preparation
for writing, and clabaration, These results suggest that it may be possible to construct a gen-

eral assessment list of writing for children with hearing inpairments,

Key Words : hearing impairment, wrillen language assessmenl, KJ method



