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An Investigation on the Actual Situation of Vision Tests in the
Schools for Children with Intellectual Retardation

TFumi IsHikawa and Yoshiko TORIYAMA

Vision is one of the most fundamental tools for the communication, and it has the
primal importance in the scheel education. For this reason, the vision tests are required
for all the students, so that teachers can make some arrangements according to the
necessity. Hlowever, it is assumed that conducting such vision tests with the students
with intellectual retardation entails the great difficulties. This research is the first
Nationwide research dealing with the actual situation of vision test in the schools for the
children with intellectual retardation, in the primary and the junior high school fevel (1
~9th grade). The questionnaire about the vision tests was sent in September 2000, and
having been responded by 381 schools out of 318 (73.5%). Among 381 schools, 90% of
the schools previously had the instruction of vision tests and used 2 or more different
methods. Yet, the results revealed that it was impossible to conduct the tests with more
than half of the students in the first 10 the third grade. Even among the students in the
ninth grade, 30% of them showed the serious difficulties. The results of visual acuity
levels of the students who were capable of the tests were as follows ; corrected visual
acuity of 1.0 or more was seen in 40% of the students, corrected visual acuity from 0.7
to 0.9 was seen in 20%, corrected visual acuity from 0.3 to 0.6 was seen in 30%, and
corrected visual acuity of 0.3 or less including the total blind, was seen in 10%. The
distribution was consistent through all the grades. In order to help students with low
visual acuity, 60% of the schools arrange the special seals close Lo the black board, or
allow the students to observe objects from the closer distance, while the flurther
arrangements are merely taken.

Key Words : schools for children with intellectual retardation, vision test, survey
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