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Traffic Safety Education at the Schools for the Visually Handicapped

Katsumi ToKuDA

We conducted a survey of the schools for the blind in Japan. The number of the
schoals that replied to the survey was 51 and it accounted for 73% of the total number
ol the schools for the blind in Japan (70 schools). As a result, it was confirmed that
about 40% of the schools for the blind conducled traffic safety guidance intentionally.
Besides, about 70% of the persons in charge of traffic safety guidance were the teachers
in charge of “independence activity” who were only assigned to the special educational
schools. Only about 30% of the schools invited lecturers and instructors from the outside
of schools. This was because there were few instructors with aspecialty of “teaching
traffic safety to children with visually handicap®, Teachers in charge of traffic safety
education consider that the children with visually handicap tend to have much less
knowledge about traffic safety than ordinary children and students.Although the
children acquire more knowledge as they move up to higher grades, it is not until they
go to junior high school that most of them acquire basic knowledge about traflic safety
(for example, pedestrians should walk on the right of the road and raise their hand when
crossing arcad). In addition, even the children with visually handicap who go to junior
highschool and highschool o not have sufficient knowledge necessary to protect
themselves from traffic accidents {clothes they should wear when going out at night,
stopping of the signals with sound during the night and early morning, meaning of the
signals from cars, existence of blind spots of cars, and knowledge about textured paving
blocks, etc. ). Especially, since the children with visually handicap have few opportu-
nities to acquire knowledge about cars from their experience, it will be necessary to

prepare special materials and try to adopt experiential learning.

Key Words | traffic salety education, the school for the visually handicapped, the child

with visually handicap
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