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A 2000 Survey of Students in Special Schools for the Visually Impaired in Japan

Toshibumi XAKi1zZAwA, Kunio KAGAWaA, Yoshiko ToRIYAMA, Hideo NAXKATA,
Naotake IKETANI, and Tsuyoshi SASHIMA

The seventh quinquennial survey of students in special schools for the visually
impaired in Japan took place in 2000, Through a questionnaire, data were collected
from 3,965 students in 71 schools for the visually impaired. Although there appears to
be a general decrease in the number of students with visual impairments in the schools,
the proportion with multiple disabilities is increasing. In the general characteristics in
the etiology, 50.74% of the students (2,012 of 3,965) were distributed in prenatal
influences, 653 (16.47%) in undetermined, 584 (14.73%) in poisonings, and 210 (5.30%)
in general diseases. The numbers of students classified with the sites and types of
affection were 1,736 (43.78% of the 3,965) in retina, 826 (20.83%) in eyeball, 637 (16.07%)
in optic nerve, optic pathway, and cortical visual centers, and 307 (7.74%) in lens. The
rate of students classified in the levels of remaining vision ranging less than 0.02 was 36.
02% (1,468 of the 3,965). There were more than twice as many print users {2,133) than
braille users (964), and 448 students {largely those with multiple disabilities) who used
neither, Less than half of students (1,559 of the 3,965) appeared to make use of some

kind of low-vision aids as magnifiers, telescopes, and closed-circuit televisions,

Key Words . special schools for the visually impaired, causes of visual impairments,
survey

— 176 —



