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The Development of Bilingual Special Education in the United States of America :
Focused on from 1954 to 1970s

Mitsuko NASUNO, Yuji YANAGIMOTO, and Katsumi ToRUDA

The purpose of this study was to consider how the idea of bilingual special education
had developed. The study was conducted through the literature study regarding the
fields of special education and bilingual education during 1954 and 1970s in the United
States of America. Bilingual special education has included the idea of both special
education and bilingual education. The following findings were obtained : 1) The idea
of equal educational opportunity defeated “the separate but equal™ doctrine in the case
of Brown v. Board of Education, 1954, This judgement had a marked influence on the
deveblment of both field of speciai education and bilingual education, 2) The idea of
equality treatment has brought individual educational program, special language
program and so on. The problems of racial, economical, or language discrimination
were not in the numerical minority in some area of the United States of America.
However, the influence of civil rights movement contribated to more numerical minor-
ity’s problem, such as the developing of bilingual special education.

Key Word : Bilingual special education, federal statutes, judical precedents, the United
States of America
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