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Educational Function and its Change in the State Hospital for the
“Crippled Children” in the Early Twentieth Centary America:
Focusing on “The Massachusetts Hospital School for the Care and
Education of the Crippled and Deformed Children of the Commonwealth®

Wonil CHO and Makio NAKAMURA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the educational function and its change in the
Massachusetts Hospital School for the “crippled children” in the early twentieth
century. Enabling the children to get occupations and enter public schools were the
purposes of medical care and education provided by the hospital school and it was
hence essential to be denied classification as a custodial institution, The education of the
hospital school was not recognized as being a part of medicine but as education itself,
However as day schools for “crippled children™ were their main area of education in the
1920s, the majority and the prolonged stay of permanently “crippled children® assisted
in leading the hospital school to become a custodial institution, On the other hand, the
school had to maintain its function as a school for the temporarily “crippled children™,
The limiting of the educational functions of the hospital school allowed further collabo-
ration with day school and a strengthening of the medicine. Thus contrary to the
original idea the strengthening of medical care meant that the hospital school was

required to become a medical institution,

Key Words: early 20th century America, crippled children, hospital, education,

medicine
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