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Development of Emotion Recognition of

Picture Book Charactors in Infants

Yoko ISOBE and Yukie IKEDA

The purpose of this study is to investigate the way of recognition of the
enhancement of emotion about fictitious characters who are illustrated in books
by one to three year old infants, when these infants read illustrated books which
contain the emotions of *erying (sorrow)” and “anger”. The progressive features
of reactions by the infant objects are analyzed, separated into non-linguistic
reactions {change of expression and/or imitation of expression) and linguistic
reactions (confirmation/naming and/or descriptive speech). The results are that
the number of changes of expression and amount of descriptive speech increases
according to the age, and speech indicating sympathy increases in descriptive
speech. The emotion of crying is thought to be more easily recognized from the
the age of one compared to the emotion of anger. Differences between boys and

girls were not recognized in this study.

Key Words : emotion recognition, facial expression, illusteated books



