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Developmental Characteristics of Handling Clay
in Children with Intellectual Disability

Kazuko IIJIMA and Yukie IKEDA

The purpose of this study was to investigate the developmental characteristics of handling
clay in children with intellectual disability. Subjects were 35 children with intellectual disabil-
ity who were 2 to5 mental aged as the experimental group and 58 typically developing chil-
dren who were 2 to5 aged as the control group. Each child was given 2kg of clay and s’he
played with it for 10 minutes. The children’s behavior toward the clay was described. The re-
sults were that developmental sequence of children with intellectual disability were just about
the same with typically developing children, but the development of elements and situation in
handling clay were retarded. This result may concern with delay in acquisition of clay modet-
ing skills and understanding of characteristic of clay. Elements in handling clay were classi-
fied into 6 categories; touch, movement, division, transformation, joining, a complex, Increase
of transformation and a complex in element of handling clay may affect to increase of model-

ing in the both group.

Key Words : children with intellectual disability, handling clay, developmental characteristics



