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Current Situation and Challenges of Instructing Understanding

for Developmental Disabilities in Elementary Schools
—What teachers try to convey to children about students with developmental disabilities—

The purpose of this research is to clarify what teachers should do in order to promote the
understanding of their classmate in a class where children with developmental disabilities are
attending in a normal class. To be specific, we asked what other children report, point out, or
question their teacher about children with developmental disabilities, how the teacher
responds to their thoughts and questions, and what is required by the teachers to promote the
understanding for developmental disabilities.

The subject was teachers at 100 public elementary schools that were selected randomly. From
March to April of 2011, questionnaire survey was mailed to each school and 187 surveys from 18
schools were returned. Among the respondents, all but 5 teachers had experience being charge
of a class that had a student with characteristics of developmental disabilities.
We asked in multiple choice question if they had experience being asked question about the
student with developmental disabilities by other children as well as if they have seen a
situation where students were warning or questioning the student with developmental
disabilities. Among those, 52% of the teachers answered that they had experience with one or
the other. To be specific, children were pointing out or asking question about the student with
developmental disabilities why they have behavior that does not follow the rules and
mannerism for other people, behavior that is against school rules and models, and why they
panic.

When we asked in multiple choice when they feel the necessity to promote other children’s
understanding for children with developmental disabilities and its tendency, over half of the
teachers considered that instruction is necessary when some problem has happened. Also, when
we asked how they desire that other children who are the classmate interact with children with
developmental disabilities, many teachers answered “I want them to him or her alone until the
student with developmental disabilities calm down” (79%), and “I want them to let the teachers
know when students with developmental disabilities break the class rule” (61%).
Teachers tried to explain the reasons for the behavior of students with developmental
disabilities when children asked questions. On the other hand, when children start acting
violently or panicking, they had to take care of the children with developmental disabilities so
they only told other children to leave him or her alone. Even in such situation, it is necessary to
follow up with the other classmates. It is important for teachers to convey to the classmate how
to interact with students with developmental disabilities in order to build good relationship
with one other.

Furthermore, it can be said that it is necessary to explore the way of instruction that promote
understanding for developmental disabilities in a way that the student who is in the class is not

used as a topic.
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