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Preliminary Study of Non-attendance at Schools for Special Needs Education

Shigeki SONOYAMA®, Sungha CHO'" and Akiko KURAMITSU™

Currently, there are approximately 120,000 students who do not attend elementary or middle schools
regularly in Japan. The government has been taking various measures including the assignment of
school counselors in order to meet their educational needs. However, we have limited information about
non-attendance at schools for special needs education. In addition, there are not many studies on real-
life situations of these students and ways to support them. The aim of this study was to determine the
number of non-attending students at special needs schools as well as the annual dmnges in retention
rates based on the results of School Basic Survey. We also reviewed previous studies to examine the
research trends in this issue. Although the overall retention rate at ordinary schools are about 2.5 times
higher than one at special needs schools, the number of non-attending students at special needs schools
tends o be increasing in recent years as is the case with ordinary schools. The research topics in 12 of
17 previous studies were related to schools for students with health impairments; however, there were
no studies on special needs schools for the visually or hearing impaired. Fuwre studies need to clarify
the reasons for non-attendance, the supporting methods currently being used, and the progress of these
supporting systems. It is necessary to accumulate reliable information to provide adequate support for

non-attending students at special needs schools.

Key words: non-attendance at school, special needs school, precedent study
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