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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the process of specialization and
advancement of the degrees of physical education teachers in higher education in Japan.
This study targeted the noble private universities which used to be universities in older
higher education system since 1919. 14 universities were selected because they have big
and many sport clubs. The main documents used in this study were “The list of teachers
and managers of all universities in Japan”.

The number of physical education teachers of most universities had been increasing
along with the number of the students from the end of WW 1I to 1989, and had been
decreasing after 1994. Physical education teachers who have master’'s degrees and
doctoral degrees had been increasing in number after 1994. Most universities did not
employ teachers who have bachelor's degree of physical education. It was because they
had already employed teachers who graduated from their own schools and had another
kind of bachelor’'s degree like law or literature etc...

It is necessary to investigate other universities like former imperial universities and
old government establishment universities, national universities in rural area, late

established private universities.

Key words: university under the new system of education, college physical education,

college physical education teacher, academic degree
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