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Outlines of the National Agricultural Machinery
Center, Kasetsart University, and Current Situations
of Related Local Industries in Thailand
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Abstract

Current research and development activiies being undertaken at the national
Agricultural Machinery Center (NAMC), Kasetsart University, have been reviewed after
discussions with the staff members of this institution in March 2001. Trial fabrications for
several implements which were originally designed to adapt local constraints have completed
with satisfactory evaluation externally. Some prototypes regarding harvesting and processing
machines were succeeded to release to commercial markets which was able to encourage
local industries. However, activities related to the repair and mainfenance of machine are
somewhat stagnating because of the lack of skilliul engineers. It can be helieved that future
potentiality for NAMC to assume leadership in the field of agricultural machinery is
immense. Prospects for future collaborations were one of agenda raised during our visit.

As for local industry, people's motivation toward innovation seems to be low. On the
conirary, pecple showed higher willingness to be involved to the business expansion in
getting latest technological information, It could be felt that strong concerns exist in getting
useful information which can be applied to achieve performance improvement in terms of
weight reduction, cost reduction and enhance service life of the machines. In general,
imported machines are seemingly not accepted widely by farmers due partly to expensive
price. Domestically-made machines including four-wheel tractors, reapers and rice combines
were recognized to exhibit favorable popularity among farmers as expected. In addition, some
historical review of local indusiry development along with the Thai Government policy were
described.
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