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Pragmatical approach on mother-child interaction in
preschool children with hearing impairments.

Satoko NAKANO, Tomoyoeshi YosHINO and Izumi IToU

The purpose of this study was to investigate and describe the origin of mother-child
interaction in hearing-impaired children. Videotaped samples of interaction were
collected from two hearing-impaired children. They were three years old. One of them
has deaf parents and the other has hearing parents. Interaction were analyzed from three
points of view : 1) interaction level, 2) linguistic function, 3) communication mode.

The results showed that in the interaction of hearing-impaired child with deaf
parents, they frequently used non-linguistic mode accompanying with speech. The
origin of mother-child interaction were speech. The origin of mother-child interaction
were as follows :

1) child-initiated communication

2) promoting children’s utterance by mother

3) using non-linguistic mode accompanying with speech

4) understanding features of the hearing-impaired

Key Words : hearing-impaired children, mother-child interaction, hearing-impaired
children with deaf parents, pragmatics '
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