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On Two Half-Line Types In Sievers’s Theory of Old English Meter:
A Case for Clash Deletion on the Second Metrical Plane in Old English*
Masgao Okazaki

1. Introduction

The well-formedness of half-lines in Old English (henceforth, OE) alliterative
verse has been a central topic in Germanio metrios since the 19th century. Traditional
metrics, as represented by Sievers’s (1893) theory of meter, argues that the rhythm
produced by the distribution of stress is a dominant factor for determining the
occurrence of half-lines. By contrast, generative metrics, as represented by Halle and
Keyser's (1971) theory of meter, argues that alliteration plays a dominant role in
determining the occurrence of half-lines. Recently, new comprehensive theories have
been constructed in both the traditional and the generative-phonological framework.
Inoluded in the former are Creed (1990) and Hutcheson (1995), among others,
Included in the latter are Russom (1987, 1998) and Fujiwara (1990), among others.

Given these two main streams of OE metrics, I argued in Okazaki (1998) that the
well-formedness of half-lines is also determined by the disposition of syllables on the
basis of the distribution of quadrisyllabic half-lines containing two unprefized disyllabic
words. Assuming that OF is a syllabic language which, in addition to the stress plane,
has another metrical plane, called the second metrical plane, I proposed two devices 1o
explain the well-formedness of half-lines. One is a constraint, calied the Minimal
Half-Line Constraint (MHLC), which requires that half-lines of OF alliterative verse
contain at least three feet on the second metrical plane. The other is a clash deletion
rule operative on the second metrical plane which requires that a degenerate foot
preceded by a binary foot and followed by another degenerate foot he delsted.

In this paper, I will be engaged in the task of illustrating the validity of the
MHLC and the clash deletion rule by examining properties of two half-line types in
Sicvers’s theory of OF meter. In particular, after reviewing Okazaki’s (1998) proposal
in section 2, I will suggest in section 3 that the two devices make certain predictions
about the occurrence and nonoccurrence of half-lines containing the word-types as
schematized in (1).

(1) a. {wosp HLXX] b. [woro LXHX] ©. {woro LXX]

H=heavy syllable (CoVCe, CoVC), L=light syllable (CsV), X=heavy or light
syllable (“\7.=long vowel and diphthong; V=short vowel)
(la) and (1b) are expected to show a sharp contrast with each other. The former
occurs as a single half-line (TYPE D in Sievers’s theory), but the latter does not.  (1c)
is also expected to exhibit peculiar metrical behavior. It occurs in quadrisyllabic
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half-lines identified as Sievers’s TYPE D half-lines and does not in quadrisyllabic
half-lines identified as his TYPE E half-lines. Given these factual predictions, I will
demonstrate in sections 4 and 5 that the predictions are borne out on the basis of a
survey of the distribution of the words schematized in (1) in Krapp and Dobbie’s
Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records (henceforth, ASPR). The facts are elegantly captured by
the MHLC and the clash deletion rule. In fact, the clash deletion rule is argued to be
indispensable for explaining the peculiar distribution of the word-types in (1). In
section 6, I will provide an explanation for exceptional cases. Finally, in section 7, I
will be concerned with a critical review of dominant previous studies on OE meter and
show that they cannot capture the peculiar distribution of the word-types in (1).

2. Okazakl's (1998) Proposal
2.1, Backgrounds

Okazaki (1998} assumes that phonological structure consists of a set of planes, as
shown in (2) (cf. Sagey (1986)) and that metrical structure consists of layers of metrical
grids, which are represented by asterisks, and of constituents, which are represented by
parentheses, as shown in (3) (cf. Halle and Vergnaud (1987)).

(2) 3 * . *, line 1
**F**  line0

AN
émxﬂ_xﬁ_—xw@ [N R )
\

X=segmental skeleton
o =syllable

On these two theoretical assumptions, Okazaki (1998) further assumes, following
Keyser and O’Neil (1985), that OE is a syllabic language with two metrical planes, one
for stress, called the stress plane, which is irrelevant here, and the other for other

phonological phenomena, called the second metrical plane, which is crucially relevant
here. Metrical constituents on the second metrical plane are constructed by the
following algorithm, which was originally proposed by Keyser and O’Neil (1985:4) and
is restated in Halle and Vergnaud’s (1987) terms without distorting its essence.

(4) a. Assign a line 1 asterisk to heavy syllables.

b. On line 1, construct right-headed quantity sensitive binary constituents
from left to right.

Okazaki (1998) also adds a proviso which regulates metrical structure
construction at the postlexical level, for half-lines of OE alliterative verse mostly
contain more than one word. The proviso is formulated as in (5).
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(3) The metrical structure on the second metrical plane is constructed in such a
way that the boundaries of a metrical constituent do not cross a word
boundary.

Finally, Okazaki (1998) assumes that syllable division in OE obeys Clements and
Keyser’s (1983:37) Onset First Principle, which requires that a cluster of consonants
which occurs as an onset consonant cluster of monosyllabic monomorphemic words be
licensed as an onset consonant cluster of a syllable and incorporated into the syllable
before the incorporation of coda consonants.

2.2. The Minimal Half-Line Constraint

Given the above-mentioned assumptions and devices, Okazaki (1998) proposes a
language-specific constraint on the well-formedness of half-lines of OE alliterative
verse, called the Minimal Half-Line Constraint (henceforth, MHLC). 1t is formulated
as in (6).

(6) Minimal Half-Line Constraint (MHILC)

Half-lines of OE alliterative verse must contain at least three feet on the
second metrical plane.

This constraint is formulated on the basis of the distributional contrast between
half-line type (7a) and half-line types (7b) and (7c).

(7)y a.  [woro HX]fwore LX] b, *[worn LX_] [worp HX] ¢, *fworo LX][woro LX]

Half-line type (7a) often occurs in OE alliterative verse. Typical examples are:

(8) a. arldas cyning ‘the cruel king’ (Juliana 4a)

b. Freobearn Godes ‘God’s noble child’ (Genesis A 289a)
c. gealgmod guma ‘the cruel man’ (Genesis A 531a)

d, gﬁérinc monig ‘many heroes’ (Beowulf 838b)

e. mihtmod wera ‘violent men’ (Exodus 149a)

Half-line types (7b) and (7¢) are seen to be ill-formed. They rarely occur in OE
alliterative verse. Their rarity is confirmed by the fact that only 14 examples of (7b)
and (7¢c) are found among the 4102 relevant half-lines that Okazaki (1998) examines.
Their frequency of occurrence is about 0.3%.

The sharp distributional contrast between (7a) and (7b, c¢) follows from the
MHLC. Half-line type (7a), as shown in (9), contains three feet on the second metrical
plane in accordance with the algorithm in (4) and the proviso in (5).

©) * % *

6 G I )
{woro H X] [wore LX]
Thus, half-line type (7a) is licensed as well-formed and occurs frequently.
Half-line type (7b) prima facie contains three feet, as shown in (10), and is
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expected to be well-formed. In fact, however, it is seen to be ill-formed.
(10) ] * LI
=" MM
{WORD LX] {WO‘RD H X]

Characteristic of the metrical structure in (10) is the fact that the three heads are
adjacent to each other. In particular, the second foot receives pressure from both the
preceding binary foot and the following degenerate foot. Okazaki (1998) then argues
that it is not unreasonable to postulate a language-specific clash deletion rule such as
(11) which deletes the second foot in the metrical configuration in (10).

(11) Clash Deletion

*— [ * ¥
¢ XM

As shown in (12), application of rule (11) renders half-line type (7b) two-footed.
Two-foot half-lines are excluded by the MHIL.C, which requires that there be at least
three feet in half-lines. That is why half-line type (7b) rarely occurs,

(12) % x % X o

¢*  eMman o **)
[wero LX] [woro HX} {woro LX] [woro HX]

The ill-formedness of half-line type (7c) follows straightforwardly from the
MHLC. The half-line type, as shown in (13), contains only two feet on the second
metrical plane. Again, two-foot half-lines are prohibited from occurring by the MHLC.
Thus, the type is naturally ill-formed.

(13) W *

(* *) (* *)
[WORD LX] [WORD LX]
2.3. Bvidence for the MHLC

The MEHLC has at least three other pieces of evidence. The first piece of
evidence is the fact that no disyllabic half-lines occur in OE alliterative verse. In
generative metrics, the lack of disyllabic half-tines is seen as a mere accident. Okazaki
(1998) argues, however, that the fact follows directly from the MHLC.

Disyllabic half-lines, as illustrated in (14), would contain a single foot or two,
depending on whether they contain a word or two.

(14) a. * b * * e Jod * *

**) ™ ™ **) *) ™*
[worn LL] [woro L][woro L] [wore LH] [worn L[worn H]
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e. ¥ f * * g x &} * *
) * ™ M * ™
[woro H H} [worn H]{were H] [worn FI L] [woro H][worn 1]
The MHLC requires that half-lines contain at least three feet on the second metrical
plane. Thus, disyllabic half-lines are excluded as ill-formed in OF alliterative verse.
The second piece of evidence for the MHLC comes from the fact that trisyllabic
half-lines containing a monosyltabic word and an unprefixed disyllabic word headed by
a light syllable do not occur in OE alliterative verse, The relevant half-line types are
schematized in (15).
(15) a.  [wosp X][woro LX] b, [worn LX][worn X]
In generative metrics, the lack of half-lines such as those in (15) is also seen as a mere
accident, Okazaki (1998) argues, however, that the fact also follows from the MHLC.,
The half-lines schematized in (15), as illustrated in (16), contain only two feet on
the second metrical plane, regardless of the weight of the syllable ‘X.’

(16) a. ¥ * b. ¥, x
* N % ™
[worp X][worn 1.X] [worp LX][woro X]

Recall again that the MHLC requires that there be at least three feet in half-lines.
Thus, the half-line types in (15) are naturally ill-formed and do not occur.
The final piece of evidence for the MHLC involves the fact that trisyllabic
half-lines like those in (17) actually occur in OE alliterative verse.
(17) a. [wono HX][WORD X] b. [wonn X] [wonn HX] C. [wonn X][wo:w }(j[wonn X]
Typical examples of the half-line types in (17a-c) are given in (18)-(20).
(18) a. #lces twa ‘two of each’ (Genesis A 13380b)
b. Bder Cham ‘the second (is) Cham’ (Genesis A 1241b)
(19) a. néan bidan ‘wait for (Grendel)’ (Christ and Satan 528b)
b. secg betsta ‘the best man’ (Beowulf 947b/1759b)
(20) a. hat in gan ‘bid (them) come in’ (Christ and Satan 386b)
b. on flet téon ‘lead into the floor’ (Beowulf 1036b)
These half-lines have been seen as puzzling in traditional metrics, Since the
framework is constructed on the assumption that canonical half-lines in OE alliterative
verse contain four metrical positions, they are expected to be unattested. They contain
only three metrical positions. Actually, however, they often occur, Given the MHLC,
their occurrence ceases 1o be a puzzle and is explained in a straightforward manner.
The half-lines in (18)-(20), as illustrated in (21), contain three feet on the second
metrical plane, in accordance with the algorithm in (4) and the proviso in (5).
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(21) a. * % * b, * R ) * * *
M® ® * M ™ ™ *)
[worn H X}{woro X] [worn X]}[wore HX] [worp X][worn X][worn X]
Thus, the half-line types in (17) are licensed as well-formed and actually occur.
One might argue here that the metrical configuration in (21), like that in (10), is
a configuration which can be a trigger for the deletion of the second foot. That is
because the three heads are adjacent to each other in (21). In fact, however, the
deletion of the second foot should not take place. The reason for the nonoccurrence of
the foot deletion is that the pressure that the second foot in (21) receives from the
preceding and the following degenerate foot is assumed to be weaker than the pressure
that the second foot in (10) receives from the preceding binary foot and the following
degenerate foot. For further details, see Okazaki (1998).

3. Sievers’s Two Half-Line Types and an Issue to he Resolved
3.1, Setting a Problem

In the preceding section, 1 have reviewed Okazaki’s (1998) proposal and adduced
some pieces of evidence for the MHLC. However, I have not adduced any piece of
evidence for Clash Deletion (11). Without further pieces of evidence, the rule would
be ad hoc. It must be shown to be applicable to explanations for the distribution of a
wide range of half-lines, In particular, we must examine whether or not it works in
deciding the well-formedness of half-line types other than (7b, c).
3.2, Sievers's Type D and Type E Half-Lines

Sievers (1893), hypothesizing that half-lines of Old Germanic alliterative verse
canonically contain four metrical positions, aims at classifying half-line types of OE
alliterative verse and argues that basic types of its half-lines are classified into five
types. Among the five types, I selected Type D and Type E half-lines as bases for
examining the validity of Clash Deletion (11). The two half-line types are schematized
as in (22).

(22) a. TYPED: S|SWW b. TYPEE: SWW|S

S=strong; W=weak; |=foot boundary in Sievers’s sense
Conditions: (i) S corresponds either to primary word stress or to primary
stress of a subordinate element in compounds.
(i) The foot boundary corresponds to either a word boundary
or a constituent boundary in compounds.
(iit) One of the two W syllables bears secondary word stress.

Typical examples of TYPE D and TYPE L half-lines are given in (23) and (24),
respectively.
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(23) a. mag eelfsieno ‘a beautiful (kins)woman’ (Genesis 4 1827a)
b. maew singende ‘a seagull singing’ (Seafurer 22a)
c. wearp waelfyre ‘threw out the murderous fire’ (Beowulf 2582a)
(24) a. entiscne helm ‘the giant’s lord’ (Beowulf 2979b)
b. lealserna maést ‘most of the hall buildings® (Beowulf 78a)
C. })ancolmﬁd wer ‘the wise man’ (Genesis A 1705a)
3.3. Predictions about the Distribution of TYPE D and TYPE E Half-Lines
Clash Deletion (11) makes some specific predictions about the distribution of
Sievers’s TYPE D and TYPE E half-lines. The first prediction that the rule makes is
as follows. The word-type in (25) (word-type (1a)), which mostly corresponds to an
inflected form of a trisyllabic compound headed by a monosyllabic word, occurs as a
single half-line identified as TYPE D. By contrast, the word-type in (26) (word type
(i1b)), which corresponds to either a citation form of a quadrisyllabic compound
consisting of two disyllabic words or an inflected form of a trisyllabic compound
headed by a disyllabic word, does not occur as a single half-line identified as TYPE D.
(25) fworo HLXX] (=(1a)) (26) [woxo LXHX] (=(1b))
The algorithm in (4) and the proviso in (5) produce metrical structures for (25) and (26)
in (27) and (28), respectively.

27 £k Ok (28) R
M) 1)
[woro H LX X] [woro LX H X]

The metrical structure in (27) does not meet the structural description of rule (11) and
contains three feet on the second metrical plane. Thus, the word-type in (25) is
expected to constitute a single half-line in OE alliterative verse. The metrical structure
in (28) by contrast meets the structural description of rule (11) and, as shown in (29), is
transformed into a two-foot structure, which the MHLC prohibits from occurring.

(29) LI R

CRHMAD )
[woan LXHX]— [wonn LXH X]}
It is predicted that the word-type in (26) does not constitute a single half-line.

Another prediction Clash Deletion (11) makes is that the word-type in (30)
(word-type (1c)) occur in quadrisyllabic half-lines identified as TYPE D but not in
those identified as TYPE E.

(30) [woan LXX] (:(10))

In particular, the word-type in (30) is expected to occur in half-lines schematized as
(31) but not in those schematized as (32).
(31) [woro X]fwero LXX] (TYPE D) (32) *[woro LXX]woro X] (TYPE E)
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The occurrence of (31) and the nonoccurrence of (32) are also predicted by the
application and the nonapplication of Clash Deletion (11). As shown in (33), the
half-line type in (31) does not meet the structural description of the rule and contain
three feet on the second metrical plane. Thus, the half-line type obeys the MHLC and
is expected to be licensed as well-formed.

(33) * , kX
* N
[worn X][woro LX X]

By contrast, the half-line type in (32), as illustrated in (34), meets the structural
description of the rule and is transformed into a two-foot half-line.
(34) * % * * *
NG MAY )
[wore LX X] [worp X] — [worp LXX] [wom X]
Thus, the half-line type does not obey the MHLC, which requires that there be at least
three feet in half-lines, and is expected to be excluded as an ill-formed half-line type.
3.4, The Issue
In this section, I have pointed out that rule (11) makes two specific predictions
about the occurrence and the nonoccurrence of subtypes of Sievers’s TYPE D and
TYPE E half-lines. The issue to be resolved is therefore whether or not the two
predictions that rule (11) makes are bomme out on empirical grounds, In the following
two sections, I will be engaged in the task of indicating that the predictions are correct.

4. The Distribution of Quadrisyllabic Words in the ASPR
In this section, [ will examine the distribution of quadrisyllabic words like those
listed in (25) and (26), repeated as (35) and (36) below, in the ASPR.
(35) [wow HLXX] (36) [wore LXHX]
The prediction that Clash Deletion (11) makes about (35) and (36) is that the former
occurs as a single half-line, whereas the latter does not occur as a single half-line.
This prediction is in fact borne out.
The occurrence of the half-line type in (35) is exemplified by the half-lines in
(37.
(37) a. andswarede ‘(He) answered’ (Genesis A 872a)
b. mismicelra ‘of varying sizes’ (Exodus 373a)
¢. reordberendum ‘of the men’ (Dream of the Rood 89b)
d. Peodoyninga ‘kings” (Beowulf 2a)
e. peodcyninges ‘the king’s’ (Beowulf 1155b)
Half-lines like those in (37) occur so often that they cannot be seen as irregular.
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The rarity of the half-line type in (36) is confirmed by two facts. One is that
quadrisyllabic words of the type in (36) offen occur in pentasyllabic half-lines such as
(38) and (39), which retain three feet on the second metrical plane even through the

application of Clash Deletion (11).
(38) * . * ok ok * ¥ *

) O Ay & N
{wonn X] [wo:w ILXH )ﬂ - [woxn X] [wonn LXH X]
(39) , * kK L] , * . % *
RN A N ™)
[wore LX H X][woro X] = [worp LXHX][woro X]
Typical examples of (38) and (39) are given in (40) and (41), respectively.

(40) a. fiod, felagéomor ‘wise, sorrowful’  (Beowulf 2950a)

b, heft hygegiomor ‘the slave who is sad in mind’ (Beowulf 2408a)
¢. hrim heorugrimma ‘the fierce rime ice’ (Riddle 40 55a)

(41) a. bealoblonden n'1]> ‘the pernicious abyss’ (Maxims 1 196a)

b. legerbedde fest ‘the fixed grave’ (Beowulf 1007b/Guthlac B 1032b)
¢. nearocreeftum faest ‘the firm skill in enclosing’ (Beownulf 2243b)

A second fact which exemplifies the rarity of half-lines of the type in (36) comes
from a statistical survey of the distribution of word type (36) in the ASPR. 1 examined
the distribution of the words in (42), which, listed in alphabetical order, include
quadrisyllabic compounds and quadrisyllabic inflected forms of trisyllabic compounds,
in the ASPR. In particular, I examined whether or not the words in (42) constitute a
single haif-line in the ASPR.

(42) a. eepeltungla (gen pl of apeltungol ‘noble star’)

b. balocreeftum (dat pl of balocreeft ‘magic art’), beaducafa (nom/acc pl
fem of beaducaf ‘bald in battle’), beaducraftig ‘warlike’, beadume.gnes
(gen sg of beadumcegen ‘battlestrength’), beadurincum (dat pl of
beadurine “warrior”), beadurofe (acc sg fem of beadurof ‘strong in
battle”), beadordfe (=beadurofe), beadurofes (gen sg masc/neut of
beadurof), beadurofne (ace sg masc of beadurdf), beadurofre (gen/dat sg
fem of beadurdy), beadurline (dat sg of beadurun ‘secret of quarrel®),
beadusercean (nom/acc pl of beaduserce ‘coat of mail’ (weak
declension)), beadu]yr?ahta (gen pl of beadupreaht ‘army’), beaduwange
(dat sg of beaduwang ‘battle field"), beaduweorca (gen pl of beaduweore
‘warlike operation’), beadoweorca (=beaduweorca), bealoblonden
‘pernicious’, bealod®de (dat sg of bealodaed ‘evil deed’), bealubenne
(dat sg of bealubenn ‘mortal wound”), bealuclommum (dat pl of
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bealuclomm ‘oppressive bond"), bealohydig ‘mediating mischief”,
bealoriide (dat sg of bealorid ‘wickedness”), bealosorge (dat sg of
bealosorg ‘dire sorrow’), bealopancum (dat pt of bealobanc ‘evil
thought”), bealonida (gen pl of belanid (=bealonid)), bealanfdum (dat pl
of bealantd (=bealon'fa)), bealoré']aum (dat pl of bealorad ‘oppressive
fetter”), bregoricas (nom/ace pl of bregorice ‘kingdom’), bryrehatre
(gen/dat sg fem of bryrehat ‘burning’)

durui)egnum (dat pl of durupegn ‘door keeper”)

ealogalra (gen pl of ealogal ‘drunk with ale’), ealowzge ‘ale-flagon’,
ealuwige (=ealowage), eofolcumbul ‘helmet’, eofolcumble (dat sg of
eofolcumbul), efenmidre (dat sg fem of efenmid ‘middle’), efenpynde
(dat sg of efenpynd ‘calm lake’), efenscearpe (acc sg fem of

efenscearp ‘equally sharp’)

feegerwyrde ‘smooth speaking’, farodstraste (dat sg of faroc'{vrrcﬁt ‘path
of the sea’), felagéomor ‘very sad’, felageongre (gen/dat sg fem of
Jelageong ‘very young'), fealohlite (inst masc/neut sg of fealohlit
‘vellow-hilted"), felaléofan (nom/aco pl of felaleofa *very dear”),
fugoltimber ‘young bird’

gearobrygda (gen pl of gearobrygd *quick movement’), gearosnottor
‘very skillful’, gearowyrdig ‘ready of speech’, gearuwyrdig
(=gearowyrdig), geogu’cicnb'sle (dat sg of geoguganSl ‘young offspring’),
geogugmyrde (dat sg of geoguc’fmyrd ‘joy of youth’), gryrehwile (dat sg
of gryrehwil ‘terrible time”)

hagulsciiras (nom/acc p! of haguisetir ‘hail shower”), hagolscurum (dat pl
of hagolsciir (=hagulscur)), he gelscurum (dat pl of heegelscitr (=hagul-
sctir)), heolophelme (dat sg of heolgbhelm ‘helmet which makes the
warrior invisible’), heaﬁobyme ‘war corslet’, heaaubyman {nom/acc pl of
heagobyrne (weak declension)), headugrimne (acc sg masc of heagugﬁm
‘fierce’ (=hea50grim)), heafiulace (dat sg of headulac ‘battle’),

headolace (=hea5ul?1‘ce), headoldces (gen sg of headolac (=heaﬂ/ol"zic)),
headumazre ‘famed in batile’, heador@sa (gen pl of headoras ‘attack’),
heador@sas (nom/acc pl of headoris), healorinca (gen pl of headorine
‘warrior”), heaforincas {nom/acc pl of heagorinc), heddorinces (gen sg of
heaa'orinc), headordfe (ace sg fem of headorgf ‘famed in battle”),
heaflurofe (=headorofe), heaorofes (gen sg masc/neut of heaBoraf),
headoscearde (dat sg of headosceard “dinted in war’), lleaﬁuswenge (dat
sg of heagzmveng ‘battle stroke”), healowaelma (gen pl of headoweeim
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‘fierce flame”), headowEpen ‘weapon of war’, heddowa pum (dat pl of
heaﬁ’owc_ipen), heaﬁuw’é’rigan (nom/acc pl of heaa'uw'érig ‘weary from
fighting’ (weak declension)), heofonbyman (nom/acc pl of heofonbyma
‘heavenly trumpet’ (weak declension)), heofoncandel ‘sun’, heofonlidlig
‘holy and heavenly’, heofonhamas (nom/acc of heofonham ‘heavenly
home”), heofonhd@me (dat sg of heofonkiam), heofentidme (dat sg of
heofenhidme (=heofenham)), heofonhlafe (dat sg of heofonhiaf ‘bread of
heaven®), heofunhrofe (dat sg of heofonhrof ‘vault of heaven’),
heofonhwearfe (dat sg of heofonhwearf ‘vault of heaven’), heofonleohte
(dat sg of hegfonleoht ‘heavenly light’), heofonmagnes (gen sg of
heofonmeegen ‘heavenly force”), heofonrice ‘kingdom of heaven’,
heofonrices (gen sg of heofonrice), heofenrice (=heofonrice), heofentices
(=heofonrices), heofonsetle (dat sg of hegfonset! ‘throne of heaven’),
heofonstoles (gen sg of heofonstol ‘throne of heaven’), heofontimber
‘heavenly structure’, heofontorhtan (npm/acc pl of heofontorht
‘glorious”), heofontungol ‘heavenly luminary’, heofontunglum (dat p! of
heofontungol), heofonwolenum (dat p! of heofonwolcen ‘cloud of
heaven’), heofonwoman (nom/acc pl of heoformwoma ‘terrible noise from
heaven’), heofonwuldre (dat sg of heoformwuldor ‘heavenly glory’),
heofon];rymme (dat sg of heoforj:rym ‘heavenly glory”), heofonweardes
(gen sg of heofonweard ‘god’), heoluwaepum (dat pl of heoluweepen
‘sword”), heorucumbul ‘standard’, heorowulfas (nom/acc pl of
heorowulf “warrior”), heopolinde (dat sg of heopolind ‘shield"),
herebrogan (nom/acc pl of herebroga ‘dread of war® (weak declension)),
herebyrne ‘corslet’, herecyste (dat sg of herecyst ‘warlike band”),
herehl'd})e (dat sg of herehl&}b “troop’), herehlipe (acc sg fem of

herehip ‘booty”), herelafum (dat pl of hereldf ‘remains of a host),
herewicum (dat pl of herewic ‘dwelling camp’), hereriswan (nom/acc pl
of herercdswa ‘commander’ (weak declension)), herereafes (gen sg of
herergaf “war spoil”), herestr@gta (gen pl of herestret ‘highway’),
herestrgte (dat sg of herestragt), heresyrcan (nom/ace pl of hetesyre(e)
‘corslet’ (weak declension)), heretéama (gen pl of hereteam ‘plunder”),
heret€éame (dat sg of herefZam), heret®ames (gen sg of hereteam),
heretaman (nom/acc pl of heretéam (weak declension)), heretGga
‘commander’, heretyma ‘king’, herewaesmum (dat pl of herewzsma
‘prowess’), herewm dum (dat pl of herewceda ‘warrior’), hereweorces
(gen sg of hereweorc ‘mighty work’), herewosan (nom/acc p! of
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h.

i.

J-

herewosa ‘*warrior’ (weak declension)), herewulfa (gen pl of herewulf
‘warrior™), heteriida (gen pt of heteriid ‘hostility”), hetenidas (nom/acc pl
of heten???), heterdfra (gen pl of hetergf ‘full of hate”), heterune (dat sg
of heferin ‘charm which produces hate’), heteswengas (nom/acc pl of
hetesweng ‘hostile blow’), hetepancum (dat pl of hetepanc ‘hostile
design’), hete}onca (gen pl of hetepone (=hetebpanc)), higegdomor ‘sad in
mind’, hygegéomor (=higegeomor), hygeltaste (dat sg of hygeléast
‘thoughtless’), hre}:ercﬁfan (nom/acc pl of hrepercofa ‘breast” (weak
declension)), hygecreeftig ‘wise’, hygegalan (nom/acc pl of hygegal
‘toose’ (weak declension)), hygerofe (acc sg fem of hygerof
‘stout-hearted”), higerofe (=hygerofe), higerdfre (gen/dat sg fem of
higerof (=hygerdf)), hygerine (dat sg of heteriin ‘secret’), hygesnottor
‘wise’, hygesorga (gen pl of hygesorg ‘anxiety’), higesorga (=hygesorga),
hygesorge (dat sg of hygesorg), hygetéonan (nom/ace pl of hygeteona
‘insult’), higeteonan (=hygeteéonan), higetreowa (gen pl of higetreow
fidelity”), hygej)ancas (nom/acc pl of hygepanc ‘thought”), hyge})oncas
(=hygepancas), higabancum (dat pl of higepanc (=hyge})anc)),
hyge}mnces (gen sg of hygeponc (=hygo}:anc)), higo};oncum (dat pl of
higeporc (=hygepanc), hygepencol ‘wise’, higepancle (ace sg fem of
higepancol (=higepancol)), higeprimmum (dat pl of higeprym ‘courage’),
higepryde (dat sg of hige}rjid ‘pride”), hiorosercean (nom/acc pl of
hioroserc ‘coat of mail’{weak declension))

kiningwuldor ‘king’s glory’

lagucreeftig “skilled in searching’, laguldde (dat sg of lagulad ‘sea™,
lagofade (=lagulade), legerbedde (dat sg of legerbedd ‘grave”),
lagustraete (dat sg of lagustraet ‘sea-path’), lagustreama (gen pl of
lagustream ‘ocean’), lagosireama (=lagustréama), lagustreamas (nom/
acc pl of lagustream), lagostréame (dat sg of lagostréam (=lagustréam)),
leoﬁosyrcan (nom/acc pl of Ieoa:)syrc(e) ‘corslet” (weak declension))
ma gend®de (dat sg of maegendi@d ‘mighty deed’), mae.genh&apum (dat
pl of megenheap ‘powerful band’), meegenheardum (dat/inst pl of
meegenheard ‘very strong’), maegenrdfa (nom/acc pl fem of meegenmdf
‘powerful’), maegenspéde (dat sg of magensped ‘virtue®),
meegenstrengo ‘great might’, maegenstrango (=maegenstrengo),
maegenstranga (gen pl of maegenstrang (=maegenstrengo)),
maegenpegnes (gen sg of maegenpegn ‘mighty minister”), maa.gen];‘fsan
(nomvacc pl of meegenpise ‘force’), maagenj;rEahtas (nom/acc pl of
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meegenpréaht ‘mighty host”), meegenprymma (gen pl of meegenprym
‘power’), mgenprymmes (gem sg of meegenprym), meegenprymmum
(dat pl of mcege@rym), megenwundrum (dat pl of meegenwundor
‘striking wonder”), magoraswa ‘chief’, magors@swan (nom/acc pl of
magorcaeswa), magorinca (gen pl of magorinc ‘warrior’), magorincas
(nom/acc pl of magorinc), magorince (dat sg of magorinc), magotimbres
(gen sg of magotimber ‘son’), magutimbre (dat sg of magutimber
(=magotimber)), magotudre (dat sg of magotiidor ‘offspring’),

magutudre (=magofudre), mago})egna (gen pl of magc}begn ‘warrior”),
magoj;egnas (nom/ace pl of magdaegn), mago})egne (dat sg of mago-
jyegn), mago%:egnum (dat pl of magcj}egn), maglﬂ)egnas (=magoj)egnas},
magupegne (=mago};egne), meodugales (gen sg masc/neut of meodugal
‘drunk’), meodoheale (dat sg of meodoheal ‘mead hall’), meoduheale
(=meodoheale), meoduscencum (dat pl of meoduscenc ‘mead-cup”),
meodosetla (gen pl of meodoset! ‘mead seat”), meotudwange (dat sg of
meotudwang ‘battlefield”), merebate (dat sg of merebat “vessel”),
mereciéste (dat sg of mereciest ‘ark’), meregrundas (nom/acc pl of
meregrund ‘depth of sea”), merehengest ‘ship’, merehuses (gen sg of
merehits ‘ship”), merehwearfe (dat sg of merehwearf ‘seashore’),
merelade (dat sg of merelad ‘sea-way’), merestrééta (gen pl of merestrcet
‘sea-path’), merestréte (dat sg of merestriéf), merestréama (gen pl of
merestream ‘sea-water’), merestreamas (nom/acc pl of merestream),
meresireame (dat pl of merestream), merestreames (gen sg of
merestream), merestreamum (dat pl of meresiream), merestrengo
‘strength in swimming’, meretorhtre (dat sg fem of meretorht ‘bright
from the sea’), meretorras (nom/acc pl of meretorr ‘towering wall of the
Red Sea”), merej:issan (nom/acc pl of merepissa ‘ship’ (weak
declension)), mere])yssan (=mere]:issan), meteleaste (dat sg of mereléast
“lack of food"), metej;egnas (nom/ace pl of metepegn ‘steward’)
nearocreftum (dat pl of nearocraeft ‘skill in enclosing”), nearonedum
(dat pl of nearoned ‘urgent need”), nearusearwe (dat sg of nearusearu
‘dark cunning), nearusorge (dat sg of nearusorg ‘crushing distress’),
nearo})earfe (dat sg of near@emf ‘dire need’), nearowrencum (dat pl of
nearowrenc ‘evil trick”)

rodorstolas (nom/ace pl of rodorstol ‘heavenly throne’), rodortunglum
(dat pl of rodortungol ‘star of heaven®)

salopade (dat sg of salopdd ‘dark-coated’), soeadugenga ‘wanderer in
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darkness’, sceaduhelma (gen pl of sceaduhelm ‘darkness’), searocrafiig
‘cunning’, searogrimmes (gen sg of searogrim ‘fierce’), searon?jm (gen
pl of searonid ‘strife’), searon'ﬂ:as (nom/acc pl of searon?g), searoriina
(gen pl of searorun ‘mystery”), searoseeled ‘cleverly bound’,
searo}:ancum (dat pl of searc%anc ‘skill”), searupancum (=searo}:anc),
searupancle (acc sg fem of seanﬂ;ancol ‘wise’), searoponcol (=searo-

ya.ncol), searo}mncle (=searo))ancle), sigebyman (nom/acc pl of sige-

byma ‘triumph’ (weak declension)), sigehr®@mig ‘rejoicing in victory’,
sigehrémig (=sigehre@mg), sigehwila (gen pl of sigehwil ‘hour of
victory”), sigeléana (gen pl of sigeléan ‘reward of victory), sigerofe (acc
sg fem of sigergf ‘triumphant’), sigerofne (acc sg masc of sigeraf),
sigerdfra (gen pl of sigerdf), sigerofum (dat/inst pl of sigerof), sigetlidre
(dat sg of sigefiidor ‘dominating race”), sigﬁaréahte (dat sg of Sigef}:réaht
‘victorious troop), sigeweepum (dat pl of sipewa@pen ‘victorious
weapon’), sigorl@anum (dat pl of sigorlean ‘reward of victory’),
sigortacum (dat pl of sigorfacen ‘convincing sign’), sigorfifre (dat sg of
of sigortifer “offering for victory”), sigorwuldre (dat sg of sigorwuldor
‘elory of victory”), snytruhuse (dat sg of snyfruhiis *house of wisdom”),
sperebrogan (nom/ace pl of sperebroga ‘terror at spears’ (weak
declension)), spererﬁae (dat sg of sperenrg ‘battle’), stapolwangas
(nom/acc pl of stapolwang ‘settling place”), stapolwange (dat sg of
stapolwang), sumorlangne (acc sg masc of sumoriang ‘summer-long”),
sumurlange (acc sg fem of sumurlang (=sumorlang)), sumerlonge (acc sg
masc of sumerlong (=sumerlang)), sygegealdor ‘victory-bringing charm’

. waeterbrogan (gen pl of weeterbroga ‘frightful flood’), waeterburnan

(nom/ace pl of waeterburne ‘water stream’ (weak declension)),
weetergrundum (dat pl of wa tergrund ‘sea-bottom’), weeterstr€amas
(nom/acc pl of wasterstream ‘river”), waatejoissa ‘whale ship’, waeter-
))r'f/dum (dat pl of wcatedarj')d ‘rush of water”), waaterﬁmn (dat pl of
wce.rerii'g ‘conduit”), wedercandel ‘sun’, wedercondel (=wedercandel),
wineggomor ‘mourning for friends’, wederwolcan ‘cloud’, winemaega
(gen pl of winemceg *dear kinsman”), winem@gum (dat pl winemégg),
winemaga (=winemsagga), winemagas (nom/acc pl of winemag),
winemagum (=winemagum), woruldhyhte (dat sg of woruldhyht ‘earthly
joy’), wudubeama (gen pl of wudubeam), woruldcraefta (gen pl of
worulderceft ‘secular art’), worulderseftas (nom/ace pl of woruldercefl),
worldlife (dat sg of woruldlif ‘life in this world”), weoruldlife
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(=woruldlife), woruldmiges (nom/acc pl of woruldmdaeg ‘earthly
kinsman”), woruldrice ‘earthly kingdom’, woruldficu (nom/acc pl of
woruldrice), woruldricum (dat pl of woruldrive), woroldrice
(=woruldrice), woruldrihte (dat sg of woruldriht ‘world right’),
woruldse1fa (gen pl of woruldsceld ‘earthly blessing®), woruldsceafia
(gen pl of woruldsceaft ‘earthly creature’), woruldstrenga (gen pl of
woruldstrengo ‘physical strength’), woruldstundum (dat pl of
woruldstund ‘sojourn upon earth”), woruldipinga (gen pl of woruldping
‘worldly affair’), woruldwidles (gen sg of woruldwidl ‘world filth*),
woruldwite ‘punishment’, woruldyrmﬂ’o ‘earthly wretchedness’,
wuduhottum (dat pl of wudiholt ‘forest”), wudurece ‘smoke from
funeral pyre’, wudutelga ‘branch of a tree’

o. yfeldeeda (gen pl of yfeldzed ‘evil deed’)

The result of the survey is that the word-type in (36) rarely constitutes a single
half-line. There are about 800 half-lines which contain the words in (42). Among
them, four examples of half-line type (36) are found. (Paris Psaiter 68.8 4b, 77.6 1b,
73.11 3b, Precepts 12a). lts frequency of occurrence is about 0.5%. Recall that the
rarity of the half-line type is assumed to be attributed to the application of Clash
Deletion (11). The result of the survey indicates therefore that rule (11) is
indispensable for explaining the rarity of (36) by means of the MHLC.

5. The Distribution of Trisyllabic Words in the ASPR
I turn to an examination of the distribution of the word-type in (30), repeated as
(43) below, in the ASPR.
(43) [woro LXX]
The prediction that Clash Deletion (11) makes about word-type (43) is that it occurs in
Sievers’s quadrisyllabic Type D half-lines, as shown in (44), and does not in his
quadrisyllabic Type L half-lines, as shown in (45).
(44) [woro X][woro LXX] (45) *[woro LXX][woro X]
This prediction is also borne out by facts about the occurrence and the nonoccurrence
of half-lines in OE alliterative verse,
The occurrence of half-lines like (44) is exemplified by the data in (46).
(46) a. feorh cyninges ‘the king’s life’ (Beowulf 1210b)
b. folc Cananea ‘the people of Cannan’ (Genesis A 1909a)
c. fyll cyninges ‘the king’s death’ (Beowulf 2912b)
d. sar wanian ‘(shall) diminish the pain’ (Guthlac B 1073b)
e. wroht wridian “to flourish the sin’ (Genesis A 1903a)
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These half-lines consist of two words, one being a monosyllabic word and the other
being a trisyllabic word headed by a light syllable,

The rarity of half-tines like (45) is also confirmed by at least two facts. One is
that half-lines beginning with a trisyllabic word headed by a light syllable mostly
contain five syllables, as the half-lines in (47) indicate.

(47) a. felahror feran ‘strong comrades’ (Beownlf 27a)

b. merehiis micel ‘the great Ark’ (Genesis A 1303a)

c. searohwit s'éla}) ‘... soil the beautiful witeness’ (Riming Poem 67a)

d. sigelgan secan  ‘to seek the reward of victory’ (Fates of Apostles 81a)

e. sigorfean sohte “... sought the reward of victory’ (Guthlac B 1370a)

Another fact which confirms the rarity of the half-line type in (45) comes from a
statistical survey of the distribution of trisyllabic words in the ASPR. I examined the
distribution of the trisyllabic words in (48), which include citation forms of trisyllabic
words headed by a light syllable, and of those in (49), which include trisyllabic
inflected forms of disyllabic words headed by a light syllable. In particular, I
examined whether or not the words in (48) and (49) occur in Sievers’s quadrisyllabic
TYPE E half-lines,

(48) a. @dele *excellent’, a?ﬁeling ‘prince’, elu ‘nobility’

b. berian ‘to make bare’, berigean (=berian), beredon (pret pl of berian),
bysigu ‘affliction’

c. culufre *pigeon’

d. eafora ‘son’, egesa ‘fear’

e. ferian ‘to go’, feredest (pres 2 sg of ferian), feria}a (pres pl of ferian),
ferigan (=ferian), ferigean (=ferian), ferede (pret 1, 3 sg of ferian),
feredon (pret pl of ferian)

f. geedeling ‘kinsman’®, gifede ‘given’

g- hatian ‘to be hot’, herian ‘to praise’, herigan (=herian), herige (pres 1 sg
of heriany (=herie), hetiab (pres pl of herian), herigaﬁ (=heria'j>),
herigead (=hen'aj)), herede (pret 1, 3 sg of herian), heredon (pret pl of
herian), herigen (subj pl of hertan) (=herien), hwm})ere *still’

h. lifian ‘to live’, lufian ‘to love’, lufie (pres 1 sg of Iufian), lufige (=lufie),
ufiad (pres pl of lufian), lnfode (pret 1, 3 sg of lufian), lufodon (pret pl
of lufian), lufien (subj pl of kufian)

i. nerian ‘to save’, nerede (pret 1, 3 sg of nerian)

J- scirian ‘to ordain’, scyrian (=scirian), scyrede (pret 1, 3 sg of scyrian),
swerian ‘to swear’, swerigean (=swerian), sweriad (pres pl of swerian)

k tidian 4o give ’, tifiad (imp pl of tic?fan)
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(49) a.
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ufera ‘later’, ufara (=ufera)

wanian ‘to diminish’, wanigean (=wanian), wanige (pres 1 sg of
wanian), waniad (pres pl of wanian), wanode (pret 1, 3 sg of wanian),
warian ‘to guard’, wariad (pres pl of warian), warigeaﬁ (wariaﬁ),
weotena ‘wise man’, werian ‘to guard’, werigean (=werian), werie (pres
1 sg of werian), weriad (pres pl of werian), werede (pret 1, 3 sg of
werian), weredon (pret pl of werian), wunian ‘to inhabit’, wunigean
(=wunian), wunodest (pres 2 sg of wunian), wunode (pret 1, 3 sg of
wunian), wunude (=wunode), wunodon (pret pl of wunian)

duguﬁa {(gen pl of dugug ‘people”), duguﬂ'e (dat sg of duguﬁj, dugﬂum
(dat pl of dugu?), dugeﬁa (=duguﬁa), dugeﬁe (=duguﬁe), dugea,um
(=duguﬁum), dugoﬁa (=dugu§a), dugoﬁe (=duge?d’e), dugo)éum
(=dugudum)

faedera (gen pl of feeder ‘father’), frederas (nom/aco pl of faeder),
faaderes (gen sg of feeder), feederum (dat pl of faeder), feerdde (dat sg of
fcaro?l‘sea’), fugolas (nom/acc p! of figol), fugule (dat sg of fugul
(=fugol)), fugelas (nom/acc pl of fige! (=fugol)), fugeles (gen sg of figel
(=fugol))

gafole (dat sg of gafol ‘tribute”), gafoles (gen sg of gafol), geogoﬁe (dat
sg of geogog ‘the state of youth”), geoguge (=geogoa’e), gomene (dat sg
of gomen ‘joy”), gomenes (gen sg of gomen), gamene (=gomene),
gamenes (=gomenes)

heeleda (gen pl of hazleﬂl ‘hero”), heleﬁas (nom/ace pl of hczle?’),
heelede (dat sg of haaleg), heelidum (=h£le§um), heofona (gen pl of
heofon ‘heaven’), heofones (gen sg of heofon), heofonum (dat pl of
heofon), heofena (=heofona), heofenas (=heofonas), heofenes
(=heofones), heofenum (=hecofonum)

idesa (gen pl of ides ‘woman’), idese (dat sg of ides), idesum (dat pl of
ides)

legere (dat sg of leger ‘place of lying’)

g. meegena (gen pl of meegen ‘strength’), meegene (dat sg of meegen),

maggenes (gen sg of mazgen), micela (nom/ace pl fem of micel ‘much’),
micelan (nom/ace pl mase/neut/fem of micel (weak declension)), micele
acc sg fem of micel), miceles (gen sg masc/meut of micel), micelra (gen
pl masc/neut/fem of micel), mycelan (=micelan), mycele (=micele),
mycelra (=micelra), mycelum (=micelum), monige (inst sg of masc/neut/
fem of monig ‘many’), moniges (gen sg of maso/neut/fem of monig),
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monigum (dat/inst pl mase/nevt/fem of monig)

h. nacodan (nom/ace pl masc/neut/fem of pacod ‘nude’), nocode (inst sg
masc/neut of racod), neowolne (acc sg masc of neowol ‘steep’),
neowulne (=neowolne)

i. openan (nom/acc pl masc/neut/fem of open ‘open’ (weak declension)),
opene (ace sg fem, inst sg masc/neut of open), openum (dat sg masc/
neut of open)

j. rodora (gen pl of rodor ‘heaven’), rodoras (nom/acc pl of rodor), rodore
(dat sg of rodor), rodores (gen sg of rodor), rodorum (dat pl of rodor),
rodera (=rodora), roderas (=rodoras), rodere (=rodore), roderes
(=rodores), roderum (=rodorum)

k. weliga (nom/acc pl fem of welig ‘wealthy”), weligan (nom/acc masc/
neut/fem of welig (weak declension)), welige (acc sg fem of welig),
weligne (acc sg masc of welig), weroda (gen pl of werod ‘host™), werode
(dat sg of werod), werodas (nom/acc pl of werad), werodum (dat pl of
werod)

L. yfela (nom/acc pl fem of yfel “evil’), yfelan (nom/acc pl masc/neut/fem
of yfel (weak declension)), yfele (acc sg fem of yfel), yfeles (gen sg
masc/neut of yfel), yfelne (acc sg masc of yfel), yfelum (dat sg masc/neut
of yfel)

The result of the survey is that only one example of half-line type (45) is found
(Genesis A 2518b). This implies that the half-line type is identified as ill-formed. It
meets the structural description of Clash Deletion (11) and is transformed into an
illegitimate two-foot half-line through the application of the rule.

Given the MHLC, the rarity of half-line type (45) is explained only by recourse
to Clash Deletion (11). In other words, the result of the survey indicates that rule (11)
is indispensable for explaining the rarity of half-line type (45) and the distributional
contrast between (44) and (45).

6. Exceptions and Their Explanations

In this section, I will explain exceptional cases to the factual generalization I
have proposed in this paper, arguing that they do not serve as counterexamples. There
are two kinds of exceptional cases. One involves exceptions to the generalization that
quadrisyllabic words headed by a light syllable cannot constitute a single half-line. As
mentioned in section 4, four exceptions are found among the half-lines I examined.
They are given in (50).

(50) a. modercildum ‘a child of one’s own mother’ (Paris Psalter 68.8 4b)
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b. efenmidre ‘middle’ (Paris Psalter 73.11 3b)

c. snytruhuse ‘house of wisdom’ (Paris Psalter 77.60 1b)

d. fegerwyrde ‘smooth speaking’ (Precepts 12a)
The words given in (50) all have the structure in (51a). It meets the structural
description of Clash Deletion (11) and is transformed into a two-foot word, as shown in
(51b), through the application of the rule. Thus, they are not expected to ocour,

(51) a. REN b. kL
(* R *F*) A
[wor LX H X] [woro LX H X]

The occurrence of the half-lines in (50) is not predicted by the devices proposed
here, Thus, they have the possibility of serving as counterexamples to Clash Deletion
(11). However, they are not to be seen as counterexamples to the rule for the
following reasons.

The first reason is that they have a low frequency of occurrence. As mentioned
in section 4, their frequency of occurrence is about 0.5%.

A second reason is that half-lines like those in (50) occur mainly in a particular
alliterative poem composed in the Late OE period. Although Precepts is a poem
composed in the Early OE period, Paris Psalter was composed in the Late OF period
(Krapp and Dobbin (1931-1954)). It is therefore not unreasonable to assume that
(50a-c) occur because of the loosening of either the MHLC or Clash Deletion Rule (11)
in the Late OF period. In particular, either the MHLC lost the power of regulating the
occurrence and the nonoccurrence of half-lines consisting solely of a quadrisyllabic
word, or Clash Deletion (11) did not apply to quadrisyllabic words headed by a light
syllable. (50d) does not falsify (11), either. That is because it is the only example
that is found in the range of early OE alliterative poems I examined. It has the
possibility of occurring accidentally because of a scribal error,

The other class of exception involves quadrisyllabic TYPE E half-lines beginning
with a trisyllabic word headed by a light syllable. As mentioned in section 5, only one
such example is found in the range of half-lines that 1 examined in the ASPR. 1t is
given in (52).

(52) 1i¥fiad me ‘give (imp) me’ (Genesis A 2518b)

This example also has the possibility of falsifying Clash Deletion (11). Actually,
however, it does not for the following reasons,

The first reason is that the frequency of occurrence of examples like (52) is low.
As mentioned above, (52) is the only example that is found in the range of half-lines
that 1 examined,

The second reason is that the occurrence of (52) is explained by postulating
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another language-specific constraint on the well-formedness of half-lines and a
constraint ranking, The relevant constraint, called here the Rhythmic Constraint
(henceforth, RC), is formulated in our terms as in (53) (cf. Fujiwara (1990:181)).
(53) Rhythmic Constraint (RC)
The rhythmic pattern SW, where S corresponds to a word containing an
alliterating consonant, must be realized in half-lines of OF alliterative
verse.
‘The relevant constraint ranking is formulated as in (54).
(54) RC » MHLC
This ranking indicates that the RC is more important than the MHLC. Put differently,
a violation of the RC must be avoided even if a violation of the MHLC takes place.
Note in passing that, as briefly mentioned above, the two constraints relevant to
the discussion here are characterized as language-specific constraints. They are
different in nature from constraints postulated in Optimality Theory (henceforth, OT),
where only universal constraints are assumed ,to be operative in defermining
phonological well-formedness (cf. Prince and Smolensky (1993)). Thus, the ranking in
(54), which bears a certain similarity in appearance to constraint ranking in OT, does
not necessarily imply that language-specific constraints are to be introduced into OT.
For this issue, see Okazaki (1998).
Half-line (52), which violates the MHLC, obeys the RC. Its long-line exhibits
the alliteration of /t/, as shown in (55).
(55) 8 S
treow and hyldo tifiad mé ‘Give me grace and favor’ (Genesis A 2518)
Notice that a half-line like (56) is logically allowed to occur. It observes the MHLC.
However, it cannot occur in phonological contexts like that in (55). It exhibits the
rhythmic pattemn WS, which is prohibited by the RC.
(56) WS
*ma tidia
The reason for the existence of half-line (52) is that obeying the MHLC results in a
viclation of the RC, whose violations must always be avoided.

7. Previous Studies :

Having demonstrated that the distributional restrictions on the word-types in (25),
(26), and (30) are captured by recourse not only to the MHLC but also to Clash
Deletion (11), I now turn to an examination of whether or not dominant previous
studies on OF meter can capture the restrictions in a principled manner.
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6.1, Sievers (1885, 1893)

Sievers (1885, 1893), who constructs a theory of OE meter on the hypothesis that
canonical half-lines contain four metrical positions, explains the distributional
restrictions on the occurrence and the nonoccurrence of the half-line types under
discussion by the application and the suspension of a device, called resolution
(Auflosung in Sievers’s original term), by which the sequence of a light syllable plus
another syllable is equated with one heavy syllable.

A resolution-based analysis of the ditsributional contrast between half-line type
(25) and half-line type (26), repeated below, proceeds as follows.

(25) [wern HLXX] (26) *[woro LXHX]

The reason for the occurrence of (25) is simply that the application of resolution is
assumed to be suspended in word-medial position. Thus, half-line type (25) is seen as
a well-formed half-line containing four metrical positions. The reason for the rarity of
(26) is that resolution applies to the word-initial sequence of a light syllable plus
another syllable. The half-line type is seen as containing three metrical positions,

The distributional difference between (31) and (32), repeated below, is also
attributed to the application and the suspension of resolution.

(B1) [wors X][woro LXX] (32) *[woro LXX][wero X]

In (31), which is licensed as well-formed, the application of resolution is blocked. The
half-line type retains four metrical positions. That is why it is well-formed. In (32),
by contrast, resolution applies to the word-initial sequence of a light syllable plus
another syllable in the first word. The half-line type is seen as containing three
metrical positions. Thus, it is seen as ill-formed.

The explanation for the relevant facts in terms of resolution seems to work well.
Notice, however, that there are some critical problems with resolution itself. The first
problem is that there are too many exceptions to maintain the device. In particular,
there are a lot of trisyllabic half-lines like those in (17), repeated below, which are
expected not to occur.

(17) a. [woww HX][wero X] b, [woro X][woze HX] ¢ [woro X][worr X][worn X]
Thus, as Fujiwara (1990:313-328) points out, resolution does not have any firm
empirical basis.

A second problem with resolution is that conditions on its application and
nonapplication are not clear at all in Sievers’s theory of meter. Consider the contrast
between (31) and (32), for example. This contrast is accounted for in Sievers’s
framework only if resolution is assumed not to apply to the former. However,
Sievers’s framework does not provide any answer to the essential question of why the
device does not apply to (31). Its application is determined in an arbitrary way.
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Mainly for the two above-mentioned reasons, resolution is untenable. Thus, the
resolution-based explanation for the relevant facts is also untenable.
6.2 Russom (1987, 1998)

Russom (1987) constructs a new theory of OE mefer on the assumption that
alliteration and its produced rhythmic pattern play the most important role in generating
half-lines of QFE alliterative verse. In this respect, Russom’s theory diverges from the
traditional OFE metrics. However, the theory also contains rules for resolution as one
of its essential elements. Most relevant to the discussion here is the following rule
(Russom (1987:45)).

(57) A short syllable on an S position normally undergoes resolution.

(8 position=a metrical position corresponding to a syllable bearing primary
word stress)

The distributional contrast between (25) and (26), repeated below, is explained by
(57.

(25} [woro HLXX] (26) *[woro LXHX]

In (25), the sequence of a light syllable plus another syllable is in word-medial position,
which is not identified as an S position in Russom’s theory. Thus, resolution does not
apply. The half-line type has four metrical positions and is licensed as well-formed.
In (26), by contrast, the relevant sequence is in word-initial position, which is identified
as an $ position in Russom’s theory. Thus, resolution applies to the half-line type to
transform it into a haif-line containing three metrical positions. That is why (26) is
ill-formed.

Rule (57), however, fails to explain the distributional contrast between (31) and
(32), repeated below.

(31) [wern X][worn LXX] (32) *[woro LXX][woro X]

In both sorts of cases, the sequence of a light syllable plus another syllable is in
word-initial position, which is identified as an S position in Russom’s theory. Thus,
the rules are expected to apply to both types of half-lines, and the two types are
identified as ill-formed and do not occur. This expectation is, however, factually
incompatible. Half-line type (31) actually occurs. Thus, Russom should explain why
resolution does not apply to (31), although it meets the structural description of the
rule.

Russom (1998:98) goes one step further and proposes articulated versions of rules
for tesolution. Most relevant to the discussion here is the following rule.

(58) Alliteration on the most prominent § position makes resolution less natural

on a subordinate S or s position within the same metrical domain.
(S position=a metrical position corresponding to a syllable bearing primary
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word stress; s position=a metrical position corresponding to a syllable
bearing secondary word stress)
This rule naturally applies to half-line type (31). In this type of half-line, as indicated
in (59), the monosyllabic word in the initial position of the half-line corresponds to the
most prominent S position because of alliteration, and the light syllable in the initial
position of the trisyllabic word corresponds to a subordinate S position.

(59) 8 S

{woro X][wore LXX]

(X=a syllable containing an alliterating consonant)
The sequence of a light syllable plus another syllable corresponds to a subordinate S
position. Thus, resolution does not apply to the relevant sequence in (31).

However, it is still unclear why resolution at a subordinate S position and at an s
position is less natural than that at the most prominent S position. Thus, his proposed
rules for resolution, though valid as descriptive devices, do not provide any principled
explanations for the application and nonapplication of resolution,

Recall here again that, as mentioned in the previous subsection, there are many
half-lines like those in (17) which contain only three metrical positions, In fact, they
should not be seen as merely irregular cases. The presence of such cases indicates that
rules for resolution, even if they are highly articulated in an unarbitrary way, do not
have any firm empirical bases. There are too many exceptions to maintain the rules.

Although Russom’s theory of meter seems to be novel, it contains the same
empirical problems that Sievers’s theory of meter has and cannot explain in a
principled way the distirbutional contrast between (25) and (26) or that between (31)
and (32). This implies in fact that theories of OE meter which include resolution as
one of the essential elements cannot explain the distributional contrasts under
discussion.

6.3. Fujiwara (1990)

Fujiwara (1990) points out problems with both the traditional and the
generative-phonological theories of OE meter and proposes an alternative theory. In
particular, Fujiwara proposes that what is metrically relevant in half-lines is a strong
syllable containing an alliterating consonant and the following weak syllable and that
half-line types are reduced ultimately to the two types in (60) in accordance with
alliteration (Fujiwara (1990:181)).

(60) a. single alliteration b. double alliteration

{ong-line long-line
e Wit ST

W s W S WS W
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In addition, Fujiwara (1990:313-328) argues that resolution plays no role in determining
the well-formedness of half-lines.

Fujiwara’s (1990) framework cannot distinguish (25) from (26) or (31) from (32),
Recall that in Fujiwara’s framework, only two syllables (a strong syllable containing an
alliterating consonant and the following weak syllable) are metrically relevant. Thus,
(25) and (26) are, as shown in (61), classified as the same half-line type.

(61) a. SwW b. SwW

{WORD HLX){] *{WORD IJXH)(_I
The same is true of (31) and (32). In both types of half-lines, the first word mostly
contains an alliterating consonant. Thus, they have exactly the same metrical structure,
as shown in (62). (Fujiwara (1990) assumes that in two-word half-lines where the first
word contains an alliterating consonant, the maost strong syllable of the second word
corresponds to a W position.)

(62) a. S W b. S W

fworp X][wore LXX] ¥ [woro LXX][wern X}

It follows, then, that Fujiwara (1990) cannot capture the distributional difference

between (25) and (26) or that between (31) and (32).

8. Concluding Remarks

In this paper, I have been concerned with the task of illustrating the validity of
two theoretical devices which Okazaki (1998) proposes. One is a constraint on the
well-formedness of half-lines of OE alliterative verse, called the Minimal Half-Line
Constraint (MHLC). The other is a rule operative on the second metrical plane in OE,
called Clash Deletion. I selected three word-types and examined their distribution in
the ASPR. On the basis of the examination, I have demonstrated that their
distributional restrictions in Sievers’s TYPE D and TYPE E half-lines are elegantly
captured by the MHLC and Clash Deletion. In fact, the latter device is indispensable
for explaining their distributional restrictions,

NOTE
* This paper is an enlarged and articulated version of Appendix of my recent
paper (Okazaki (1998)), which will appear in the fifteenth volume of English
Linguistics. 1 am grateful to the following people for their valuable comments and

suggestions on an earlier version of this paper: Satoshi Ohta, Naocaki Wada, and three
TES referees.
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