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Knowledge and Realism: Case of Putnam

Mikiko Yokoyama
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Abstract

There are several ways of approaching the problem of knowledge. One of them is from a
philosophical point of view. Hilary Putnam, a contemporary philosopher, has changed his
position towards realism, from metaphysical realism to internal realism, and then, to natural
realism (common-sense realism), focusing on the objectivity of knowledge. This thesis
examines the relationship between the concept of knowledge and the concept of realism in
Putnam’s progression. The main objective of this thesis is to show that the concept of
knowledge is closely related to the concept of realism and that the problem of knowledge is
difficult to solve because the problem of realism is difficult to solve. First, the positioning of
metaphysical realism, internal realism and natural realism is explained through examining
THE DEWEY LECTURES and other articles. Next, it is examined how each view on realism
influences the concept of knowledge. Then, in particular, the relationship between natural
realism and the concept of knowledge is discussed in depth. Finally, it is argued that the
concept of knowledge has a close relation with the concept of realism and that the attitude
towards realism has to be decided to solve the problem of knowledge. It is also pointed out
that further examination is required in order to decide the attitude towards realism.
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