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Foundation of Library Function in Takinogawa Gakuen and Its Development

— The Examination of Library Function at the Early Term of Feebleminded Education in Japan —
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Summary

This study aims at a detailed examination of the history of the library in Takinogawa Gakuen,
the first school for the feebleminded in Japan. Takinogawa Gakuen was founded in 1891 by Ryoichi
ISHII The library, which began as ISHII's private collection of books, expanded as the facility grew:
exclusive room was created, the collection was expanded, the person in charge was filled and the
budget was fixed. Simultaneously, it obtained the support and cooperation of Tokyo-do Co., a book
distribution agency, and Maruzen Bookseller’'s Co., a bookstore. The library included collections of
Japanese and foreign books that were chiefly concerned with pedagogy and psychology. Therefore,
it developed into a special educational library for the teachers of the school. The library also served
for students; but, they used few books. ISHII provided guidance in reading to the feebleminded
students by a trial- and- error method with using library materials. Until late in his life, ISHII
aimed at expanding the library further and also at opening it to scholars and teachers in the future.
However, after ISHII's death, these plans did not come to fruition due to a financial crisis and the
onset of World War 1II.
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