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On Ebbs's Idea of Sameness of Extension across Time
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Abstract

The concept of knowledge sharing is closely related with how we understand the extensions of our
words. Gary Ebbs points out in "The Very Idea of Sameness of Extension across Time" that the meta-
physical principle (M) (The thesis that the use of a word determines its extension) is incompatible with
our practical judgments of sameness of extension across time. He proposes that we abandon (M) and
trust our practical judgments of sameness of extension across time. According to his theory, our grasp
of sameness of extension is greatly connected with our actual linguistic practices of making and evalu-
ating assertions etc. and an integral part of these practices is to take each other's words at face value.
This article examines Ebbs's idea of sameness of extension across time. First, I will review Ebbs's idea.
Next, I will point out that there is a problem in definition of what is common sense about disputed
points. Then, I will argue that in spite of this problem, his argument is valid because of the search for
common ground . Finally, I will outline what the attitude towards the problem of common sense should
be like in order to develop the argument further.
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