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Transition of aquatic accidents in water-front activities
—Review and investigation about statistic reports of aquatic accidents—

Akira YOSHIDA, Akihiro MATAKE and Kouichi CHIASHI

Because of the many latent dangers in outdoor sports activities they can be used as an effec-
tive means to human development through an outdoor education program.

With the recent popularity of water-front activities as a form of leisure sport in Japan the
number of accidents related marine sports are becoming conspicuous.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the transition of aquatic accidents by analyz-
ing réports obtained from the National Police Agency.

The main results obtained were as follows:

1) For the past ten years there have been an average of about 3000 aquatic accidents with
a lose of about 2000 lives per year, however this number was slowly on the decline.

2 ) It was comfirmed that weather, especially temperature, had a strong influence on the
occurrences of aquatic accidents.

3) 60% of the total yearly accidents involved either loss of life or missing persons, and
50% of those accidents occurred in the summer season. There was little evidence of change in
this tendency from year to year.

4 ) There was enough difference in the rate of accidents involving death between summer
and winter to conclude that the summer security system on the beach was functioning effec-
tively.

5) The percentage of accidents to students swimming in swimming pools was the lowest.
Conversely, the percentage of accidents to adults involved in fishing or other water sports on
the rivers or at the sea was the highest.

This seems to show that the water safety instruction for students is actually effective.

6 ) With the increased popularity of marine sports a useful statistic management system
and an adult orientated safety instruction porgram are two of the most important matters now
facing Japan.
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