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The Study of Decision Making Process Used by Soccer Player

Masao NAKAYAMA, Masato TANAKA, Mitsuhiro MATSUMOTO

Summary
The purpose of this experimental research is to construct a model of the decision making process

used by players in 2 vs 2 situation in soccer.

Twenty subjects, who were university soccer players, were individually presented with eight 2 vs

2 situations in soccer game one by one with slidefilm, and were asked to report the perceived

information available for deciding on the play.

Protocols reported by the subjects were analyzed, and thus a model composed of the following

substages was proposed;

1. Cognition of the game situation and of his own ability to handle the game.

2 . Anticipation of the game situation.
3 . Planning of the play.
4 . Decision making concerning the play.

The decisions on the various plays were assumed to be made by going through these substages.

It was hypothesized that the order or selection of the substages might be altered or skipped according

to the information relevant to the particular situation, so that a better performance could be achieved.

Key words: decision making process, soccer player, protocol
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