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Problems on Contemporary Dance in East Asia

WAKAMATSU Miki, TERAYAMA Yumi*,
NISHIMORI Tamaki** and KARASAWA Masae***

This paper investigates contemporary dances in seven countries/areas in East Asia
which have produced excellent new dance works. These new choreographers are sup-
ported by their Governments and each country/area has national facilities containing a
dance academy. City environments have improved in this decade and magnificent theaters
have been built. These dance creations have developed through the fusion of the rich
technique of their ethnic dances.

World trends in choreography could be defined as a “today method” of ‘Collage’,
and ‘Montage’, or ‘Edition’ and ‘Re-arrangement’. The choreography of East Asia has
fused tradition and creation. It is very close to ‘arranging’. The success of contem-
porary dance in East Asia is supported by this world trend.

In the arts the environment must be supported by economic prosperity-rather than an
influences from the West. As a result, East Asian contemporary dance gives us new
example of this new trend in choreography.
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