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Jr. KBR(1984, T2) 2L Bk, A—R& oy T O, ik L
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Rojist LC, REOA—RZ FU v 7 7BEL S, Ruhlen (1987) T{TRbh T d kD
B, AA—A bR THEE, FAEE,. 44 vYA#FELA—RA P - FABEELTHE
#3007 Benedict (1975) OBEZ I, S0, A—A T OTHEEZEH T, ETNL2
fEEA—2 ) v 7EKETZLOTHS, ZOBWTOA—R M v Zid. Benedict #%
PHICIRE L T GOV A, Benedict B&H ., T0O%, REMICA—A a7 o7
HEAEDL LI, TENIEFMD L 31785 Ty of (Ruhlen 1987, 151-56).
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REMANE, ZOoHCENTH SOV BBIEA EHEE SO TWETREME D
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24 TFI2UhXKE

TV ARBEEGET TSI TERAT e T T KT, ©
VTR, CEA UL Fr R T (FE) EWVA BORVLED
DFFIROD N, FTHEBIIOWTIE, W7 VEEL LTI RO T
CHEOOENIPEIEREDIPRBZ L ATHE, 20 E, 728
i, AEHRAB A SOV BOIEE =T, LI, Kby, ¥
B VO BORIELFED, T/bh, ~A-VULEKE, =V 7 MR VSO
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FHABORIEIZ VTR, SRR 2 Hi2 23 (Hetzron 1987, 652).
Tk ZEF v FEBIRIZL A2 TO VSO AL OB EAER I TR, ®
Ho, VSORICH - 7 EMARLE VL I TH D (Newman 1987, 708;
Heine 1976, 62), 7707 U7 #BOEHIIOWVTH, BT 7T OFFTH
WAtz LS, BTG ICERARFOLWIMMB Y, TTuT UTH
A, ZednT 7 U o T, EEsLmohAEaE T, R
LRLBEWREIZ VO BFRIELZ =L, 213, 0%, ELAFEELT,
B7 DT BIER L T TiinhEELLRD,

FA BT, LT 7T U7 ERE ) RICEARL =D e —
o AIRRRE RV 2 00 RERFBEREIIBEALMRICHE T, 7T
U OREET. BLERLBELX T, ABO/NXREROP T,
HIBE23BIER N+ 5 2 L3R TH D25, SVO. SOV, VSO #a ¥,
2 OFBIAZ A 7O ZFEMPAFTE L, shik2kE L ToRIEO—R(bi g
TH0, Fo, HIRELTRIcBATWERY, 00, e, 2k
AT A AGEIR GRIE, VSO £ SVO 0 VO A ofliEL: LT, SVO
MBI AARES 5B E L RN 58 (Heine 1976, 63), T4 - FTF
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A NN P FIROFBAIIRCEHIIAT LTV L LS, 77 a7 O 75k
RoV b s A HEGRRIZE | RICERA 2 L3 hs L 5Tk B
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T EBEG, FOM, = — VIR OOF 2 MEIC ST 54
Va—3EEEIL, BAMSOVEERF AT, BRETHS, Z0kHiz,. B
£, BEHISVO BO RV ERMF LMK T D=V — - o 3RO
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THolz T2/ E . Heine (1976, 61) DL 2T SVO B TH - L1
BMBBHDA, HE, SOVEILWIMDHERE IR 205hA8 L5 THh
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Y—EBL, mEE, BT 7V AIO—BIUIE L T boT, YT
BEOKIZ L0, % 3,000 E512 5 2,300 FRTETTHEL, £0E,
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EHODIESTLEEZ LN TVD (88K 1990, 34-40), L7t~ T, o
GHURIC RT3 SVO RBEIRGES 0 i3, ik EHERLHZ LB
TED,

s EEREE, BRI, KBSy, 77U 4 B EO e TR
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Do FIUIH L. TR FUHBIL, BESOSOVEITED, 2 Y
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BWETLV T BB LUNY 7B e LD &, MTEERESH SOV I
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M7y oRE, SEOTVENOGWEIC-2V T, Comrie, et al. (1996, 75) <
INE (1987, 19) 2 X 5 &8,
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OEEME, REmAEVL G EEZLND, FIT, AB T, R0,
A1 s GEREARM ML A LTV WRER, BE B, BEOSH
ELTRTBLOBRELTHL S (HE2H8H),
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TR BT, WO X A T LEF| EO—BHEE R TV D AIBY
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B SOV A XENTH-BAMBRBINDTH S I,

EREBIENY, BEOBIEERICBVT L, SOV = 48%, SVO = 38%, VSO
= 10%, VOS = 3%, OVS = 0.8%, OSV = 0.3% D L 9T, TOHEHH5
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DB, SOV £ SVO L, ZO@FICHE-TWHOTHERRFIEE LT
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B, Ak, SHEEMEICLY, 2ROFBESEEFCLI TR AR LR
D, EHICELRD LI TEBEIIENCTVERIETSH D L v 5 e
%% (Lehmann 1992, 249), £ 2T, Eiofiiuic £ 512, HASHN
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R LTS, &6, SOV BIEEIRIZIL, SCGEATRIRD A A i) m
Do ol b BARICENLSTWZ L3t 55NN RERNLH D,
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History of areal distribution of word order
around the world

Hideki YAMAMOTO

When the current areal distribution of word order is viewed synchroni-
cally, we find that only two or three word order types, namely, consistent
VO and (sub)consistent OV types occupy vast areas on the globe. Fur-
thermore, the areas of VO type are almost as large as those of OV type.

When the distribution is considered from a historical point of view,
however, it is very likely that most of the areas had been covered with
(8)OV-type languages and that the areas of VO type had been very re-
stricted before the expansion of large language families after the Neolithic
age. In fact, the proto-languages often turn out to have SOV-type order
in a number of language groups, including those which currently take
word order patterns other than OV type. The word order of a number
of extinct languages is often found to have been SOV. Moreover, almost
all the langnages share SOV pattern in those areas where many geneti-
cally different languages are crowded, which can be considered to have
been normal state in old days. In fact, SOV type is the pattern which is
most likely to appear naturally, especially when the word order is not so
grammatically rigid. Thus, SOV-type word order is most likely to have
occupled the greater part of the earth.
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