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Text Type of Intermediate Learners’ Spoken Japanese:

about usage of conjunctions

Tochigi, Yuka

In communicating through the spoken language, the listener needs to reconstruct
information sent by the speaker; therefore, elements which show the semantic relations
in a text have an important function. However, due to insufficient mastery of such
elements, utterances of intermediate learners of Japanese often sound like a series of
unrelated sentences when trying to explain or narrate something.

In this paper, utterances of intermediate learners are analysed for use of
conjunctions, and compared with data from Japanese students. From the data it became
clear that there are two types of problems - some students use only short sentences
and some use overlong sentences, but both fail to use appropriate conjunctions at the

beginning of sentences and clauses.
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