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A Study of Foreign Students at the Beginning of
their Study in Japan:
based on the results of a survey
at the beginning of the intensive Japanese course

Ogawa, Taeko Komiya, Shutaro  Takahashi, Junko
Naganou, Hiroko  Hirakata, Yukiko  Mitsui, Toyoko

In order to seek ways Lo provide more adequate trealment and better learning
enyironment Tor foreign students, this paper explores what students had expected and
foresecn before coming to Japan, what purpose and prospects they have, how strongly
they are motivated in studying Japanese, snd what attitude they have towards language

learning.
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BHE L

QUESTIONNAIRE
for study heose the two reasons,
and wiie . e parendieses T1% for the main reason, and 2 for the
SECond reasddl.

a.{ ) Because Japan is the most appropriate country for my senmon studies.

b.{ ) Because it was recommended by other/s.

c.{ ) Because completing studying in Japan is highly evaluated in my
country.

d.{ ) Because | want to study in an Asian country.

e.{ ) Because I am interested in Japan.

£.( ) Because Japanese society is safe.

g-{ ) Because I obtained a scholarship for studying in Japan.

h.{ ) Because I could not obtain a scholarship for other countries,
i) B;;:amulslgmlm Japanese scholarship is better than that of other

j-{ ) Becasue I have been to Japan before.
k.( ) Because Japan is geographically close to my country.
L{ )} Other (

2 Eeha“&gi mqﬁrﬂﬁgl s:‘émng in Japan most? Please write " 1" for

a.{ ) To obtain degree (master degree/doctor degree}
b.{ ) To study my field deeply

e.{ ) To make human network for future

d.{ ) To make fricnds

e.{ ) To become good at Japanese

f.{ ) To become knowledgeable about Japan

g.( ) To enrich my expericnce

h.{ ) To save up money

i.( ) Iexpect nothing special.

j.C ) Other (

3 What ns ted nt‘ u a!‘lur Elack to :-.rnur country most?
" mnst. e second

a.( } To I:I-Eﬂﬂ-mﬁ an expert in your sermon field

b.{ ) To be good at Japanese

e.{ ) To have knowledge about Japan

d.( ) To have human relations in Japan

e.{ )} Wothing in particular related with Japan is expecied.
£( ) Other

— 20d —



ou think you will find a good ns;tmn back in your country in
4 m.’;}dma with the resolt o %n‘ur rlise g oy i

a. Yes b No c. I don't know.
5 Wh lla'::énd of contact did you have with Japan? Please choose as many as
you h
a. | have been to Japan before,
b. | have'had a Japanese mcquaintances
¢. | have worked in a Japanese company,
d. [ have studied Japanese.
e. | am familiar with Japanese products.

f I am familiar with Japangse culture,
B.e. sumo, .i:agukf,pammmmn, F:md, and ete.)
g- Nothing special

6 What did g‘lgenk of Japan before coming to Japan? Please choose as

many as m.l li
a. distant b. psychologically close
¢. not so interesting d. interesting
e. unfavorable f. favorsble
g. dangerous h. safe
1. poor j. rich
k. high cost of living I. low cost of living
m. ugly n. beautiful
o. unkind p. kind
q. closed I. Open
5. undemocratic t. democratic
u. discriminating v. efficient
w. over-working %. hard-working
y. crowded 2. honest

7 How did you foresee life in Japan?
a. [ expected that lectures in graduate school would be given in Japanese.

b. [ expected that technical books in my specialty would be written in
Japanese,

c. [ expected that [ would have to communicate with my academic adviser in
d. | expected that 1 could communicate in English in daily life.
e. | expected that 1 could easily master everyday Japanese.

f.i cted that the life style in Ja would be completely different
%pe! hat of my r.::;mtm';.-']IIr pan PR

| ted that th fi tem (letters) Id be lete
B iR int e g gy sem etrs) wouldbeconplecly

—20h—



8 How did you prepare before coming to Japan?
a. I did nothing.
b. I studied Japanese.
¢. I read (a) book/s about Japan.
d. T collected information from friend/s or acquaintance/s and so on.
e, Other (

9 How did you expect to spend the first 6 months in Japan?
a. studying Japanese intensively
b. preparing for the entrance examination
¢. studying my own field as much as possible
d. studying bothe Japanese and senmon
e. determining the direction of my future study
f. getting vsed to Japanese life
g. thinking about my future

h. relaxing
i. other (
10 bt are o B O e e w3+ Tor the second.
a. () To pass the entrance examination of a graduate school
b. { )} To use it for my senmon studies
g. { ) To obtain social information
d. { ) To make good human relations
e. () Towse itin daily life

f. { ) To understand Japanese culture, or their way of thinking better
g. () Te use it for my job in future

h. ( ) To obtaina good position in my country

i. ( ) Other (

10-2  Abott your hope for learning Japanese during your stay in Japan.
{1) Do you want to learn Japanese positively (eagerly)?

1 2 3 4 D
I i I | I

not at all

(2) Do hink that you will continue o learn Japanese, even if you
E:cl}:ﬁ}ﬁitcs.'l in (e learming? P

1 2 3 4 5
i i l l I

very much

not at all



(3 hich level of J I do you want
) Jonthirihyt sty wnamee lamiog doyos want 0 each

| 2 3 4 5
dementary | | 1 1 ! upper level
intermediate
(4) Would you like to be able to use Japanese for your SENMON studies?
1 2 3 4 5
not at all | | I I l very much
11 Have you ever leamed any foreign language
Yes Mo (= Please go to 12)
11-1 Which language and how did you study in class? Please choose form a
taj (ind 2 below).
which language | ** English
period "15/9-78/6
how? af, h

Py .

a, conversation b, lecture c, ur;i fucﬁl.ie
d. translation e, mar f. e lab.
. reading comprehension hgtru?irr?g audio visual materials e

Syl iy
e

o e e b

Y oy
- i

12 How did g’E-lQéIJ imagine you would be taught in the Japanese course in

Tsuku Please circle.
| 1. teaching method |

a. conversation

d. translation

g. reading comprehension
i, following a textbook

j. other {

| 2. classroom size |

2. more than 20 persons
c. less than 10 persons

| 3. clasroom hours |

A How many hours a day

b. lecture ¢. oral practice
€. grammar f. language lab.
h. using audio visual materials

b, 10~ 20 persons
d. individual lesson

2. 5 hours or more b. 3 ~ 5 hours

¢. 1 ~ 3 hour(s) d. Jess than 1 hour
B H k

Doy many dysaweek 3~ 4 days

e 1~ 2 day(s)

— 07—



I3 What do you think you would be able to do in Japanese after the 6
months' course 7
a. I would be able to read newspapers.
b. 1 would be able to read books/ dissertations for my senmon studies.
¢. | would be able to read novels/magazines.
d. I would be able to readfwrite letters,
e. [ would be able to write papers and dissertations for my senmon studics.
f. | would be able to chat with Japanese people.

gl \ﬁ}gﬂcﬁ be able to discuss with Japanese people on contempolary
155 s

h. [ would be able to understand TV news, drama, ele.
i. I would be able to understand lectures.
j- 1 would be able to make presentation on my senmon studies.
k. [ would be able to attend seminars,
j. other ( )
14 1f you were a student belore attending this Japanese course, please
answer the following questions.
I. Are you refuciant to study as a student again?
a Yes b. No
2. Please write the reason{(s) or your feeling about it below,
Thank you for your cooperation

< Face Sheet =

nalionality: name (il you don't mind}:

age: sex: M "
Language maother tongue:
which language can you use?

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

eg.  Englhsh

- - r rrrmr e

¥r Have you ever been to Japan before?

{ ) No
{ ) Yes = When™ Period:
Purposc: 1. stud 2. travel . . job trainin
P 4. husT.fr:c 5 5. visiting relatives/niends 8
6. others 3

— 208



FEEr 2
B A L L 1

Below are beliefs that some people have about learning foreign languages.

Read each statement and then decide if you :

(1) strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) neither agree nor disagree, (4) disagree, {5) stronglydisagree,
There are no right or wrong answers. We are simply interested in your

opinions. Mark each answer on the special answer sheet. Question 4 is slightly

different and you should mark them as indicated.
REMEMBER:

(1) strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) neither agree nor disagree, (4) disagree, (5)strongly disagree.

LIt is casier for younger people than older people to leam  1-2-3—4-5

a foreign languape.
2. Some people have a special ability for leaming foreign 1-2=3—4~5
languages.
3.5ome languapes are casier to learn than others. 1-2—3—4-5
4.Japanese is:

(a) a very difficult knguape a—b—-c—d-e

{b) a difficult language

{c) a language of medium difficulty
(d) an easy language

{e) a very casy language.

5.1 want to leamn about the culture behind the foreign 1=2-3-4-5
language.

6.Teachers should take initiative of classroom activities., 1-2—~3-4-5

7.1t is important to speak Japanese with an excellent 1—2—3—4-5
pronunciation.

B.Teachers know better than you what is the most cffective 1-2-3-4-5
way for your own learning.

9.You shouldn't say anything in Japanese until you can say 1-2-3-4-5
it correctly.

10.It is easier for someone who already speaks a foreign 1-2-3-4-5
language to learn another one.

11.It is a waste of time for leamners to decide for themselves 1—2-3—-4-5

the lesson plans or schedule through discussion.
12.1 enjoy practicing Japanese with the Japanese I meet. 1-2-3-4-5



I3.I's ok. to guess if you don't know a word in Japanese, 1-2—3—4-5

14.1 have a special ability for leamning foreign languages. 1=2=3~=4=5

13.Non-verbal factors should be taken into account in 1-2—3—4-5
language learning.

16.You will obey your teacher's advice even If it doesn't |=2=3—4—5
suit your favorite way

17.It is impossible to learn a foreign language without a 1=2—3—4-5
teacher.

18.The most important part of learning a foreign languags 1-2—3—4-5
i leamning vocabulary words, '

19.1t is important to repeat and practice a lot. 1=2=3=—4-5
2001 feel timid speaking Japanesc with other people. 1-2—3—4-5
2LIf beginning students are permitted o make errors in 1-2—3-4-5
Japanese, it will be difficult for them to speak correctly
later on.

22.The most important part of leaming a foreign language is 1—2—3-4-5
tearning the prammar.

23.Private matters are nol good topics to talk aboul in a 1—2-3—=4-5
language leaming classcoom.

24.10 1 should fal to make progress in language leaming, 1—-2-3—-4-5
teachers are o blame,

23.I's ok. to speak in your mother tongue in the classoom  1—2—3—4-5
if you can't make yowself understood in Japancseprovided
your classmates understand it

26,0t is imprortant to practice with casselles or lapes. l—2=3—=4-5

27.You cannot learn languages without textbooks. 1-2-3—-4-5

28.When you learn a foreipn language, it is best to leam it 1-2-3—4-5
from a native speaker,

20.1 would rather work on same leaming aclivities as my peers 1—2—3—4-5
do duning the classwork,

30.It is difficult to leam a foreign language. ]=2=3=4=-5

LIt would be imeresting to leam a foreipn language through 1—-2-3-4-5
topics that [ am interested in.

32.Everyone can learn to speak a foreign lanpuage. 1-2-3—4-5

330t is easier 1o read and wrile Japanese than to speak and  1-2~-3—4-5
understand it.

34.It is useless and meaningless to speak in Japanese between 1—2-3-4-5
non-Japanesc-natives.

—210 -
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