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Securing a Life in a Confined Apartment Complex
The Way of Life in Taipei's Nanchichang Apartments

This paper presents a case study of life in Nanchichang Apartments, a con-
fined apartment complex in Taipei City that is reportedly under consideration for
demolition. A lifestyle survey is used to examine how the residents utilize the lim-
ited space to create a way of life in a complex generally regarded as a slum.

The foremost challenge faced by the residents is securing enough space to
accommodate an extended family or commercial activities. To solve this problem,
the residents have resorted to four methods: construct a poa™-ldu-a (loft), build a
chong-pho (raised floor), purchase a neighboring residence, and build an extended
housing structure on the rooftop or under the eaves. The most intriguing method of
securing accommodation and commercial space within a confined area was the con-
struction of structures such as poa”-ldu-a and chong-pho, which allow the segmen-
tation of space, in combination with creating additional space through means such
as buying out neighboring residences (i.e., expansion of space). Conceived out of
the residents’ struggles to build a way of life in a limited living space, these ideas
contain the residents’ wisdom of life.
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