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Characteristics and Competencies needed by Teachers of
Physically Handicapped Children in Korea

Hong Joong CHO and Yuji YANAGIMOTO

To survey the characteristics and competencies needed by teachers of physically handicapped children
and students majoring in special education at the universities in Korea, a questionnaire consisting of 44 items
was administered on two groups of, 165 teachers of physically handicapped children and 186 students of
special education in Korean universities.

Both the groups not only agree that general characteristics are more important but also possess them.
However, neither group considers professional competency to be important and do not possess it.

In the case of students, on all the 44 items of the questionnaire. there was a significant difference at
1% confidence leve] between the ideal and real characteristics and competencies.

In the case of real characteristics and competencies, there was a significant difference at 3% confi-
dence level between both the groups in the fields of ‘General characteristics and competencies of the teachers
of special education’ and ‘Professional knowledge and competency’, etc, but in the files of ‘Aesthetic
Education’ and ‘Unerstanding of the students’, there was no significant difference.

Key Words : university students of special education, teachers of physically handicapped children,
characteristics and competencies
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