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Specialized Function and Skills in Rehabilitation Nursing : From
a Survey Conducted on Practicing Nurses in Various Fields

Keiko IsHINABE and Yasuko FUKUYA

To evaluate the specialization of rehabilitation nursing for patients with disabilities, a survey of
practicing nurses in various fields including rehabilitation nursing was conducted. The results are as
followings:

1. 94.7% recognize practicing rehabilitation nursing as a specialized. professional field. 14.9% accepted the
idea that rehabilitation nurses perform a specific role.

2 . 4 most important categories selected as specialized areas in rehabilitation nursing are “helping patients
achieve self care skills™, “coordination of the discharge plan”, “developing relationships between rehabili-
tation nurses and other health care professionals™ and “supporting social interaction of patients with
disabilities”. These all focus on patients living in the community.

3 . Over 809 cited 11 items as professional skills in rehabilitation nursing. As nurses gain more experience

the number of item designated as professional skills will increas.

Key Words: rehabilitation nursing. specialized function. professional skills




